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# A Political Party is a group of people who come
together to contest elections and hold power in the
government.

® C(omponents of a political party are—(i) The
leaders, (i) Active members and (iii) the Followers.

® Functions of Political Parties:

* Contesting Elections. Political parties contest
elections.

* Policies. Political parties put forward different
policies and programmes so that the voters
cn choose from them. The policies and
programmes of the Ruling Party are expected
to be followed by the government.

* Making Laws. Political parties play a decisive
role in making laws for the country.

* Formation of Government. Political parties
form and run governments. The executive
body is formed by people from the ruling

party,

* Playing Opposition. A party which does not
E€t majority or come under the majority
cozlition, needs to play the role of opposition.

" Shaping public Opinion. Political parties
*hape public opinion, They do so by raising

and highlighting issues in the legislature and
in the megja,
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(iii) Multi-party system.

* Providing Access to Government Machinery.
Political parties provide people access to
government machinery and welfare schemes
implemented by the government.

® There are three kinds of party systems:

() One-party system. In some countries only
one party is allowed to control and run the
government. For example, in China only the
Communist Party is allowed to rule.

(i)) Two-party system. In this system, several
parties may exist, contest the elections and
win a few seats in the national legislatures.
But only two main parties have a serious
chance of winning majority of seats to form
the government. For example, The USA and
the UK.

In this system, the

government is formed by various parties

coming together in a coalition. When several
parties in a multi-party system join hands
for the purpose of contesting elections and

winning power, it is called an Alliance or a

Front.

For example, in India there were three major

alliances in 2004 parliamentary elections—

the National Democratic Alliance (NDA), the

United Progressive Alllance (UPA) and the
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Lef Front. This system on one hand leads
to polincal instability but at the same time,
allows for a variety of interests and 0p|n|0|"l§

to enjoy political representation,

W A party that secures atleast 6% of the total votes

L

)

9

polad in Lok Sabha elections or Assembly Elections
in faur States and wins atleast four seats in the Lok
Sabha, s recognised as a ‘National party’.

A party. that secures atleast 6 per cent of the
:c:éi votes poled in an election to the Legislative
Assembly of a State and wins atleast two seats, is
recognised as a ‘State party’.

Four notional parties and five regional parties of
Indic: .

Nztonzal Parties. All India Trinamool Congress
{(AITC), Bhartya Janata Party (BJP), Communist
Party of India (CPl), Indian National Congress (INC),
Nztionzlist Congress Party (NCP).

Regionzl Parties. Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), Akali
Dz! (Punjzb); DMK (Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam)
(Tmil Nadu); RID (Rashtriya Janata Dal) (Bihar);
Shiv Sena (Mzharashtra).

Partisznship. A partisan is a person who is strongly
commitiad to 2 party, group or faction. As parties
(pofmiczl) are about a part of the society, they
involve ‘partisanship’.

Role of 2n opposition party. Opposition parties
mobilise opposition to the government. It puts
forward its own views in Parliament and State
Assemblies and criticizes the government for its
fzilures. By doing this, it keeps a check on the
ruling party.

Source of inspiration of Bharatiya Janata Party.
The source of inspiration of Bharatiya Janata Party
is the ancient Indian culture and values, Cultural
nationalism (Hindutva) is an important element in
its conception of Indian nationhood and politics.
Source of inspiration of Bahujan Samaj Party, The
Bahujan Samaj Party draws inspiration from the
ideas and teachings of Sahu Maharaj, Mahatma
Phule, Periyar Ramaswami Naicker and Babasaheb
Ambedkar. It stands for the interest and welfare of
the dalits and other oppressed people,

= Efforts to reform political parties are.

Ideology of Indian National Congress,
leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru, the Indian Ny ;:_
Congress soughl to build 3 modarn : '.
democratic republic in India. The party Drop:n‘ :
secularism and welfare of the weaker sq ags
minorities of society. It supports ne
reforms but with a human face.

Under ! 7

g
w Econom-lc -

(i) The Constitution has been amendeq
prevent elected MLAs and MPs from, chanﬂh:;-,
parties. Now if any elected MLA o “:‘1:
changes his party, he/she will Jgse his[hg,;
seat in the Legislative Assembly or Parli
This amended law has helped tq brin
the number of defections. !

(ii) The Supreme Court has passed zn order o
reduce the influence of money and criminals,
Now it has become mandatory for i
candidate, who contests election, to fs
an affidavit giving details of his assets ang
criminal cases pending against him. This pas
helped in making this information availabletp
the public. i

dment, .l
g down

(iii) The Election Commission has passed an ofderi
making it necessary for political parties to
hold their organisational elections and file |
their Income-tax Returns.

® Role of money and muscle power grows during

elections. Since focus of the parties is on winning i
the elections, they use short-cuts to win the';;
elections. They nominate candidates who have
or can raise lot of money. In some cases, parties

support criminals who can win elections. Thus
the role of rich people and big companies in the-
democratic process has been a cause of worry.

Dynastic succession. Most political parties do not
practise open and transparent procedures for theif
functioning. So there are very few ways forah
ordinary worker to rise to the top in a party. Thost
who happen to be the leaders are in a position?
unfair advantage as they favour people close
them or even their family members.

In many parties, the top positions 3 o
controlled by members of a particular fami :_.1 o
is unfair to other members of the party, an

for democracy.

re alwﬂ‘ﬁ
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NCERT Exercise

1. State the various functions political parties

perform in a democracy. (2015 Delhi)

Or. Why do we need political parties? (2014 Delhi)

ans. To fill political offices and exercise political

power, political parties perform a series of
functions, which are the following:

(i) Parties contest elections. Elections are
fought mainly among candidates put up by
political parties.

In some countries like the USA, members and
supporters of a party choose its candidates.

In India, top party leaders choose candidates
for contesting elections.

(ii) Parties put forward different policies and
programmes. Political parties in a democracy
group together similar opinions to provide a
direction in which government policies can
be formulated.

(iii) Parties make laws for a country. Laws are
debated and passed in the legislature. Since
most of the members belong to a party, they
go by the party leadership than personal
opinions.

(iv) Parties that lose elections play the role of
the opposition. Opposition parties voice
their views by criticising government for its
failure or wrong policies.

(v) Parties shape public opinion. They raise
and highlight issues and resolve people’s
problems. Many pressure groups are the
extensions of political parties.

(vi) Parties provide people access to government
machinery and welfare schemes. For an
ordinary citizen it is easy to approach a
local party leader than a government officer.
Parties have to be responsive to people’s
needs and demands or else people can
reject them in the next elections.

(vil) A government is expected to base Its policies
on the line taken by the ruling party.

2. What are the various challenges faced by political
parties?

Or, What challenges are needed to be faced and
overcome by political parties in order to remain
effective Instruments of democracy?

(2012 Outside Delhi, 2016 Delhi)

Ans. Since parties are the most visible face in a

demOCfBCV. people blame them for whatever is
wirong with the working of democracy.

— —

There are four major areas where the working of
political parties faces challenge:

(i) Lack of internal democracy. There is concen-

tration of power in one or a few leaders at
the top.
Parties do not hold organisational meetings
and do not conduct internal elections
regularly. More than loyalty to party
principles and policies, it is personal loyalty
which becomes more important.

(i) Dynastic succession. In many parties, top
positions are always held by members of
one family.

Most political parties do not practice
transparent and open procedures for their
functioning and it is very difficult for an
- ordinary worker to rise to the top. This is
bad for democracy, since people who do
not have adequate experience or popular
support come to occupy positions of power.

(iii) Money and muscle power. Since parties
are focused only on winning elections, they
tend to use short-cuts to win elections. They
nominate candidates who have or can raise
money and thus are able to have influence
on the policies and decisions of the party.

(iv) No meaningful choice. There has been a
decline in the ideological differences among
parties. They agree more on fundamental
aspects, but differ only in details, on how
policies are to be framed and implemented.
Sometimes people cannot even elect
different leaders as the same set of leaders
keep shifting from one party to another.

3. Suggest some reforms to strengthen parties so
that they perform their functions well.
(2011 Delhi, 2015 Outside Delhi)
Ans. Some of the suggestions made to reform the
political parties:

(i) Law to regulate the internal affairs of
political parties like maintaining a register of
its members, to follow its own constitution,
to have independent authority, to act as
judge in case of party dispute, to hold open
elections to the highest post.

(if) 1t should be mandatory for political parties to
give one-third tickets to women candidates.
Also there should be quota for women on
the decision-making bodies of the party.

I
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{(#) There should be state funding of elections.

The government should give money to

partes to support ther election expenses

v Lind (petrol, paper. telephone, etc.) or in

cash on the basis of votes secured by the

party m the preveous electon.

— These  sugeesbons  have  not  been
accepted by the palibcal parties so far but

# accepted could lead to improvements.

Ahough.  over-regulabon  could  be

counter-productive and could force the

pardes to find ways to evade the laws.
— There ore two other ways to reform
politicol parties:

(1) People can put pressure on political
parves through petitions, publicity in
media, agitations etc.

(2) Gnzens can reform politics, if they take
part directly and join political parties.

What is 2 political party? (2015 Delhi)
Polincal party s a group of people who come
gether to contest elections and to hold power in
e government. They agree on some policies to
oomote wollective good. They seek to implement
thosz polioes by winning popular support through
eiecoons. Thus political parties tend to fill political
oices ang exercise political power.
What are the characteristics of a political party?
Cherocteristics of a political party:

(i) Polmczl paroes are organised bodies which

contest elections to win popular support.
They seek 1o exercice government power by
corntestng and winning elections.

) Polmcal parties reflect fundamental political

Crvisions in a society. They are essential for
the smooth functioning of a democracy.

(i) They have certain policies and programmes

which they implement for the collective
good of society.

(i) They play an important role in law-making

for the people of the country and also

express public opinion.,

Related 7 Concept

that organize

6. A group of people who come together to contest
elections and hold power |
clleda .............,

n the government |s

Ans. A group of people who come together 1,

elections and hold power in the Rovers COntegy
called a Political Party. ment j;
7. Match List | (organisations ang Struggles)
List Il and select the correct answer ygin ;
codes given below the lists: € the
T
1. Congress Party A. Nationa| VD‘,;;‘H‘;-.‘.
cratic Alliance
2. Bharatiya Janata B. State party
Party
3. Communist Party of C.m
India (Marxist) Alliance
4. Telugu Desam Party | D. Left Front
M«.—%
1 2 3 4
(a)] C A B D
(b) C D A B
()| C A D B
(d) D C A B
Ans. (c)

8. Who among the following is the founder of the
Bahujan Samaj Party?
A. Kanshi Ram B. Sahu Maharaj

C. B.R. Ambedkar D. Jotiba Phule
Ans. A

9. What is the guiding philosophy of the Bharatiya
Janata Party?
A. Bahujan Samaj
B. Revolutionary democracy
C. Integral humanism
D. Modernity
Ans. C

10. Consider the following statements on parties:
A. Political parties do not enjoy much trust
among the people.

B. Parties are often rocked by scandals involving

top party leaders.

. m
C. Parties are not necessary to run gové

ments. m‘ﬂ :
Which of the statements glven above are €0 3
(@) A,Band C (b) Aand B
(c) Band C (d) Aand C
Ans, (b)

Related Concept . -

ders
Partles are the plilars of dewwocracy, P”Pum;:::, the
are elected as rulers - leaders art ehected U; m
people ~ those who wanted to be elected tLeU :
Serve better - parties reflect fundamentd

diviclons in a soclety. . ot



11. Read the following passage and answer the
questions given below:

Muhammad Yunus is a famous economist of
gangladesh. He received severa| international
honours for his efforts to promote economic and
social development for the beneft of the poor. He
and the Grameen Bank he started, jointly received
the Nobel Peace Prize for 2006. In February 2007,
he decided to launch a political Party and contest
in the parliamentary elections. His objective was
to foster proper leadership, good governance
and build a new Bangladesh. He felt that only a
political party different from the traditional ones
would bring about new political culture. His party
would be democratic from the grassroots level.
The launching of the new party, called Nagarik
Shakti (Citizens’ Power) has caused a stir among
the Bangladeshis. While many welcomed his
decision, some did not like it. “Now | think
Bangladesh will have a chance to choose between
good and bad and eventually have 2 good
government,” said Shahedul Islam, a government
official. “That government, we hope, would not
only keep itself away from corruption but also
make fighting corruption and black money a top
priority.”

But leaders of traditional political parties who
dominated the country’s politics for decades
were apprehensive. “There was no debate (over
him) winning the Nobel but politics is different—
very challenging and often controversial,” said a
senior leader of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party.
Some others were highly critical. They asked why
he was rushing into politics. “Is he being planted
in politics by mentors from outside the country,”
asked one political observer.

Do you think Yunus made a right decision to
float a new political party?

Do you agree with the statements and fears
expressed by various people? How do you want
this new party organised to make it different
from other parties? If you were the one to begin
this political party, how would you defend it?
- Yes, Yunus made a right decision in floating a new
political party,

| agree with the views expressed by Shahedul
Islam, a government official. The fears expressed
by the leaders of traditional political parties, who
dominate the country’s politics, shows their cause
for worry as their dominance will be weakened.
They are apprehensive about Yunus joining politics
35 his new party, Nagarik Shakti, has caused a stir
among the people.

Since the objective of this new party is to foster

ok
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Proper leadership, good governance and build
a new Bangladesh and to achieve it, it would
have to be democratic from the grassroots level.
It would have to strive for internal democracy
where an ordinary member of the party has the
means to influence the decisions of the party.

If 1 were to begin this political party, | would
defend it by addressing it as better politics
against the problem of bad politics. It would be a
people’s movement, a fight against corruption. It
would bring about a new political culture as the
Party would be democratic from the grassroot
level. The quality of democracy depends on
the degree of public participation. By launching
the party, people will have a meaningful choice

and a chance to choose between good and bad
government,

-4 Remember!! You will achieve

success only by taking small

_Ilr-J_ steps. Keepiitup.....

q SUBJECTIVE TOPIC-1

Why do we need Political
Parties ¢

Short Answer Type Questions (SA-I)
(Easy) (1 Mark)

. What is meant by a political party?

(2015 Delhi, 2015 Outside Delhi)

- Political party is a group of people who come

together to contest elections and to hold power in
the government. They agree on some policies to
promote collective good. They seek to implement
those policies by winning popular support through
elections. Thus political parties tend to fill political
offices and exercise political power.

. Write name of the three main components of a

political party. (2011 Outside Delhi)

. Main components of a political party:

(i) The leaders;
(ii) The active members; and
(iif) The followers.

. Why do political parties involve partisanship?

(2016 Outside Delhi)

. Partisanship is marked by a tendency to take a side

and inability to take a balanced view on an issue.
Parties reflect fundamental political divisions in a

JIN3IS VL0
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society. Parties are a part of the society and they
involve parbisanship

4. Suggest any one way to make political parties

more responsive to the people’s needs and
demands. (2020 Series: JBB/3)

s. Ways to maoke political parties more responsive

to the people’s needs and demands:
() By electing only those political parties who
work for the welfare of the people.

evolve mechanisms for negotiating
differences.

(#7) Ctizens should exert pressure on political
parties for making them responsible through
active participation in the debates, surveys
and conferences etc.

5. Suggest any one way to promote the public

participation in the Political Parties for enhancing

the quality of democracy. (2020 Series: JBB/3)

(1) Political parties should give representations
to accommodate different groups.

(i) To frame laws and policies for welfare of the

people. {any one)

(#) To

Ans.

Ly Short Answer Type Questions (SA-I1)

E3 (Average)

POLITICAL SCIEN

(2-3 Marks)

6. Describe the three components of a political

party. (2014 D, 2015 0D, 2016 OD)

Ans. Components of a political party: (i) The leaders,
(i) The active members and (iii) the followers.

— The leaders are recruited and trained by
parties. They are made ministers to run the
government. The big policy decisions are
taken by the political executives that come
from the political parties.

— Parties have lakhs of members and activists
spread over the country., Many of the
pressure groups are the extensions of
polifical parties among different sections
of society. But since most of the members
belong to a party, they go by the direction
of the party leadership, irrespective of their
personal opinion.

— The followers are the ordinary citizens, who
believe in the policies of their respective
party and give popular support through
elections. Often the opinion of the followers
crystallise on the lines parties take,

7. How do Political Parties influence
Examine,

Ans. Political Parties raise and hi

have lakhs

over the

public opinion?

(2023)
ghlight issues, Parties
of members and activists spread al|

country. Many of the pressure groups

are the extensions of politic
different sections of society,

Parties sometimes also launch Movemenys for th
resolution of problems faced by pegpye Qhe:

opinions in the society crystallize op, the lingg th
the parties take. it

al partieg among

e
Long Answer Type Questions (LA)
(Difficult) (S Marks)

8. Why do we need political parties? Explain,
(2014 D, 2019 Series: Jms), &3

2020 Series: }BBII]

Or, Describe any five major functions Performed py

political parties.
(2015 D, 2018, 2019 Series: IMs/1,

2020 Serijes: J8B/1)
Or, Analyze the need of Political Parties the

Democracy. (2023)

Ans. To fill political offices and exercise political power,
political parties are needed to perform a series of
functions, which are:

(i) Parties contest elections. Elections are
fought mainly among candidates put up
different by political parties. In India,
top party leaders choose candidates for
contesting elections.

(ii) Parties put forward different policies and
programmes. Political parties in a democracy
group together having similar opinions, to
provide a direction in which government
policies can be formulated.

(iii) Parties make laws for a country. Laws are
debated and passed in the legislature.

(iv) Parties that lose elections play the role.of
the opposition. Opposition - parties WIFE
their views by criticizing government for its
failure or wrong policies.

(v) Parties shape public opinion. They rais|e
and highlight issues and resolve peoples
problems. Many pressure groups are the
extensions of political parties. nt

(vi) Parties provide people accessto EOVe"‘mean
machinery and welfare schemes. F°: 2
ordinary citizen it is easy to approach 1
party leader than a government officer.

few

9. “About hundred years ago there welreparlv-

countries that had hardly any pouﬂcam have
Now there are few countries that do I

political parties.” Examine this stateme(gzld 0D
rﬂes [I1 a

Or, Explain the necessity of political pa mS/A)

2ol
democracy. (2018, 2019 Series



We €an understand the necessity of political
parties by imagining a situation without
Lries. Every candidate in the election will be
independent. Therefore, no major policy changes
will be made. Elected representatives will be
accountable to their constituency but no one
will be responsible for the smooth running of the
country. As societies become large and complex,
they need an agency to gather views on various
issues and to present them to the government.
There is @ need to bring various representatives
together sO that a responsible government can be
formed.
A mechanism is needed to support or restrain
the government to make policies, justify or
oppose them. Political parties fulfill the needs
of a representative government and are thus a
necessary condition for a democracy.

10. “Political parties are a necessary condition
for a democracy.” Analyse the statement with
examples.

Azs. “Political parties are a necessary condition for o
democracy”. They facilitate the running of the
government with the help of its members who
contest elections as a group.

() Without political parties democracies cannot
exist. If we do not have political parties, every
candidate in elections will be independent.

(i) No one will be able to make any promises to
the people about any major policy changes.

(i) The government may be formed but its
utility will remain uncertain.

(v) Elected representatives will be accountable
to their constituency, for what they do in
their locality but no one will be responsible
for how the country will run.

() As societies became large and complex
they also needed some agencies to gather
different views on various issues and to
present these to the government, that’s why
political parties are needed.

1L Bamine the role of opposition parties in a
Democracy. (2014 Outside Delhi)

0r, Explain any three functions of opposition parties
In politics, (2019 Series: JMS/1)

* Opposition parties play an important role in demo-
Cracies. They play both positive and negative role.
Positive rofe:

() They ensure political party in power does

0 ;:t misuse or abuse its power. _
€y expose the weaknesses of the ruling
arty,

Ui They afso keep a close vigil on the bills and
€Xpenditure of the government.
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Negative role:

() They target the government and aim at
dislodging and discrediting the government
for all the ills and the troubles that the
people face.

(ii) Through stalling the proceedings of the
parliament, dharnas and gheravs, Opposition
Curtails the progress of the country.

The Opposition’s work is not to abstract the
functioning of the administration but keep a close
watch on the working of the party in power so
that democracy becomes meaningful.

3 SUBJECTIVE TOPIC-2

How many Parties should
we have?

Short Answer Type Questions (SA-1)
(Easy) (1 Mark)

12.

How many parties are needed in any democratic
system to compete in elections and provide a
fair chance for the competing parties to come to
power? (2012 Delhi)
At least two parties.

Examine any two features of Bi-Party system.
(2023)

Ans.

13.
Ans. Features of bi-party system:
() Power usually changes between two parties.
(i) The party that wins majority forms the
government and the other sits in opposition.
Why did India adopt multi-party system? Give
reasons. (2016 Outside Delhi, 2013 Delhi)
India adopted multi-party system because:
() India is a large country and has social and
geographical diversities.
(i) It is easy to absorb different diversities in a
multi-party system.

14,

Ans.

Short Answer Type Questions (SA-II)
(Average) (2-3 Marks)

15. What is a multi-party system? Why has India
adopted a multi-party system? Explain. (2015 D)

Or, How has multi-party system strengthened
democracy in India? (2012 D)

Or, Explain the merits of Multi-party System.
Ans. Multi-party system. In this system, the
government is formed by various parties coming

1IN1IS 1VaIL0d
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together in a coalition. When several parties in
a multi-party system join hands for the purpose
of contesting elections and winning power, it is
called an alliance or a front.

For example, in India there were three major
alliances in 2004 parliamentary elections—the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA), the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) and the Left Front.
Merits of Multi-party system:

() This system appears messy and leads to
political instability. But, at the same time, it
allows for a variety of interests and opinions
to enjoy political representation.

(i) Each country develops a party system that
is conditioned by its special circumstances.
If India has evolved as a multi-party system,
it is because its social and geographical
diversity cannot be absorbed by two or
three parties. Thus, such representation of
social diversity strengthens democracy.

(i) Multi-party system facilitates representation
of regional and geographical diversities. In
India, several regional parties have been in
power at the State level such as the DMK in
Tamil Nadu, Akali Dal in Punjab and BSP and
Samajwadi Party in Uttar Pradesh.

SUBJECTIVE TOPIC-3

National Political Parties

Short Answer Type Questions (SA-1)
(Easy) (1 Mark)

16. Name the national political party which draws
inspiration from the teachings of Sahu Maharaj,
Mahatma Phule, Naicker and Babasaheb

Ambedkar. (2014 Outside Delhi)

Ans. Bahujan Samaj Party

17. What is the source of inspiration of the ‘Bhartiya
Janata Party’? (2012 Qutside Delhi)
The source of inspiration of the Bhartiya Janata
Party or the BJP is ancient Indian culture and
values. Cultural nationalism (Hindutva) is an
important element in its conception of Indian
nationhood and politics.
18. What is a recognised political party? (2011 Delhi)
Ans. A recognised political party is a party, recognised
by the ‘Election Commission’ with all the privileges
and facilities.

Ans.

19. Mention the ideology of Indian Na
Ans. Under the leadership of Jlawaha
Indian National Congress sought ¢
secular democratic republic in
propagates secularism and welfy
sections and minorities of socijet
economic reforms but with a h

tiona)

rlal Nehr

; u, t
(0] bUt|d d mudehe
India, the

Pa ‘
e of the Weakr:: _‘

y. It Squ,‘.}l.ts ey
uman facE

20. Name any one political party tha
level political organisation but not recogniseq .
a national political party, (2016 Def}:s |
State parties like the Samajwadi Party, Samaﬁ |
Party and Rashtriya Janata Dal have Nationa| Iev: ﬁ
political organisations with units in Several stapp, -
but are not recognised as national parties. ,

"Eres,. _

t has "aﬁ°nal

Ans.

T ———
Short Answer Type Questions (SA.I)
(Average) (2-3 Marks]

‘—__‘__—-——_-
21. What is meant by a ‘national political party?

State the conditions required to be 3 National -
political party. (2016 Delh)
Or, How are the political parties recognised as
national parties in India? Explain with example,
(2019 Series: JMs/1)
National parties are those which are present in
several or all units of the federation. There are
some countrywide parties known as national
parties. They have their units in various states. By
and large all these units follow the same policies,
programmes and strategy that is decided at the
national level. Example, Bharatiya Janata Party.
(BJP) and Indian National Congress (INC).
Conditions required to be a national F"Wajﬁ
party:
(i) A party that secures at least six percent d‘q
the total votes in general elections of lﬂ
Sabha or assembly elections in four states-k':‘
(ii) A party that wins at least 4 seats in the L2
Sabha. :
22. Name the national political party which €23
inspiration from India’s ancient culture
values. Mention four features of thalzli;g’bem-
. d( d in 19
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) foundé reand
draws inspiration from India’s ancient cultd

Ans.

Ans,

values.
Features: ) g s an
(i) Cultural Nationalism (HindutV gion
jts concep

important element in its |

Indian nationhood and politics: gt
(ii) A uniform civil code for all pe.o'Pn . paf

the country irrespective of relig®

on religious conversions.



(i) Earlier limited to north and west and to urban
areas, the party has expanded support in the
south, east, the north-east and rural areas.

(v) The BJP advocates social conservatism and
a foreign policy centered on nationalist
principles.

23. Explain the role of Election Commission regarding

recognition of Political Parties in India. (2023)

ans. For recognition of political parties in India,
the Electron Commission has set the Sollowing
criteria:

— Every party in the country has to register
with the Election Commission.

— While the Commission treats all parties
equally, it offers some special facilities to
large and established parties.

— These parties are given a unique symhbol—
only the official candidates of that party can
use that election symbol.

— Parties that get this privilege and some
other special facilities are ‘recognised’ by
the Election Commission and are called
‘Recognised Political Parties’.

— The Election Commission has laid down
detailed criteria of the proportion of votes
and seats that a party must get in order to

be a recognised party.

SUBJECTIVE TOPIC-4

N State Political Parties

(Sgon Answer Type Questions (SA-1)
jff_)____ (1 Mark)
2. In which state does ‘Biju Janata Dal’ exist as a

fegional party? (2012 Outside Delhi)
hns. Odisha (Orissa)

B. In which state does the ‘Rashtriya Lok Dal’ exist

3 2 regional party? (2012 Outside Delhi)
" Uttar Pradesh

2. Write nNames

5. Akali Dal (py
and Sh

3. Name

of some regional parties. (2015 D)
njab), DMK (Tamil Nadu), RID (Bihar)

v Sena (Maharashtra).
any two regional parties of West Bengal.

( (2015 D)
i) Forward Block (1940)

inamool Congress (1997)

Political Parties || P-63

Short Answer T
(Average)

ype Questions (SA-II)
(2-3 Marks)

28. What is meant by a regional political party?
State the conditions required to be recognised
as a ‘regional political party’, (2016 OD)

Or, How are political parties recognised as regional
parties in India? Explain with example.

(2019 Series: IMS/1)

A regional party Is a party that is present in only

Some states. Regional parties or State parties

need not be regional in their ideology. They have

state identity as they are present only in some
states. Some of these parties are all India parties
that happen to have succeeded only in states.

Example, Samajwadi Party, Rashtriya Janata Dal.

Conditions required for a party to be recognized

as a regional political party:

() A party that secures atleast 6% of the
total votes in an election to the legislative
assembly of a state,

(il) Wins atleast 2 seats in the legislative assembly.
Related % Concept

Regional parties have different dowinance in their
respective states. Not only this, when the tine comces,
these pavties also form a government by joining
hawds with other parties.

Ans,

29. “Nearly every one of the state parties wants
to get an opportunity to be a part of one or
the other national level coalition.” Support the
statement with arguments. (2016 Delhi)

Or, Describe the importance of regional political
parties in strengthening democracy.

(2018 Comptt.)

Or, Describe the importance of regional political
parties in strengthening democracy. (2023)

Ans. The state parties also referred to as regional

parties are not necessarily regional in ideology.
Some of these parties are all India parties that
happen to have succeeded only in some states.
Over the last three decades, the number and
strength of these parties has expanded. As a
result, the national parties were compelled to
form alliances with state parties.
Since 1996, nearly every one of the state parties
got an opportunity to be a part of one or the
other national level coalition government. This
contributed to the strengthening of federalism
and democracy. Example of state parties having
national level political organisations with units
in several states are—Samajwadi Party (SP),
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RID), Samata Party.

J
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SUBJECTIVE TOPIC-5

Challenges to Political
Parties

Short Answer Type Questions (SA-II)

(Average)

(2-3 Marks)

32

Ans

"Dynastic succession is one of the most serious
challenges before the political parties.” Analyse
the statement. (2015 Outside Delhi)
Mot aoical partes do not practice open and
Transpzrent procedures for their functioning. So
Thee 272 verv few ways for an ordinary worker to
7€ 0 the top i 2 party. Those who happen to be
™e leale zre in 3 position of unfair advantage
2s hev favour people close to them or even their
2y members.

. many pardes in India, we see a trend of
Sym2sDr succession. The top positions are always
SomTofled by members of a particular family,
whih s unfair to other members of the party,
an2 Sacz for cemocracy. This is so because people
who oo not have adequate experience or popular
$4P00M Come to occupy positions of power.
Wore than loyalty to party principles and policies,
pesonz! loyz'ty to the leader becomes more
meom=rl Thes tendency is seen all over the
woric, even in older democracies,

Long Answer Type Questions (LA)
(Difficult)

(5 Marks)

3L

Or,

Or,

Ans.

‘All over the world, people express their
dissatisfaction with the failure of political parties
1o perform their functions well” Analyse the
statement with arguments, (2016 Delhi)
Which three challenges do you feel are being
faced by political parties in India? Glve your
opinion, (2016 Outside Delhi)
identity and explain challenges which political
parties need to face and overcome In order
to remain affective Instruments of democracy.

(2016 Qutside Delhi)

Yince polingsl parties are the most visible face in
2 Cemocracy, people blame them for whatever is

wIong with the working of democracy.
There are four major ureqs where the working of

political parties Jaces chollenge:

(/) Lack of Internal democracy, There s con-
centraton of power in one or a few leaders
at the top, Parties do not keep membership

registers, do not hold Organisational meet-

32.
Or,

Ans.

ings and do not conduct
regularly. More than loyalty tq pa
ples and policies, it is Persona| loyal
becomes more important. The lead
sume greater power to Make deCisio’
the name of the Party. Since one 4
leaders exercise paramount Power i;
party, those who disagree with leade
find it difficult to continye in the pary ship

(i) Dynastic succession. |n Many Partie:;
positions are always helq by memhe'l'sof'
one family. Most political Parties ¢q |
practice transparent

and open Proced |
for their functioning and it is very dirﬁlflz -
for an ordinary worker to rise to the tgp |

This is bad for democracy, since People yh, |
do not have adequate experience or POPUlar
support come to occupy positions of power |
(i) Money and muscle Power. Since partigy |
are focused only on winning elections, they
tend to use short-cuts to win elections, They |
nominate candidates who have or cap raise
money and thus are able to have influencs
on the policies and decisions of the party
No meaningful choice. There has been ; |
decline in the ideological differences among |
parties. They agree more on fundamentl |
aspects, but differ only in details, on how |
policies are to be framed and implementsd.
Sometimes people cannot even elec |
different leaders as the same set of leaders
keep shifting from one party to another. |

Explain the growing role of money and musde
power in political parties. (201100 |
How do money and muscle power play @
important role in elections? (2015 00
Political parties need to face and overcome thé
growing challenge of Money and Muscle powe' :
during elections in order to remain gﬁecﬂ:
instruments of democracy. Since parties and .
focused only on winning elections, they tf:’l¢
to use shortcuts to win elections, for exag:#
like booth-rigging, distribution of food, motei
alcohol, etc. to the poor voters to get the':;dam
Political parties tend to nominate those can .
who have or can raise lots of money. R'c::sten
and companies who give funds to the Pﬂrdeclslons '
to have influence on the policies andsuppom'ﬂl
of the party, These days, parties aré is 3 ml
criminals who can win elections. Thlsnsover the
cause of concern to the democrats 2 asing 10
world who are worried about the lncr;em o
of rich people and big companies I

politics.

(iv)

-



SUBJECTIVE TOPIC-6

How can Parties be
Reformed?

m Type Questions (SA-Il)
Q_‘,’E‘Egg)-— (2-3 Marks)

33. Explain any five suggestions to reform political

parties in India. (2011 D)

or, Suggest and explain any five effective measures

to reform political parties. (2016 0D, 2015 OD)

or, Describe any five efforts made to reform political

parties in India. (2017 D, 2020 Series: JBB/1)

Ans. wggemons/measures/efforts to reform political
parties in India:

(i) Laws to regulate the internal affairs of
political parties like maintaining a register of
its members, to follow its own constitution,
to have independent authority, to act as
judge in case of party dispute, to hold open
elections to the highest post.

—
7L
i El'_g-

N 4
N\
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(i) 1t should be mandatory for political parties to

give one-third tickets to women candidates.
Also there should be quota for women on
the decision-making bodies of the party.

There should be state funding of elections.

The government should give money to

parties to support their election expenses

in kind (petrol, paper, telephone, etc.) or in
cash on the basis of votes secured by the
party in the previous election.

(iv) All the political candidates should be
educated, so that they can solve and
understand  people’s problems. Their
previous record should be clean. They
should be honest and there should be no
criminal case against them.

(v) Citizens can reform politics if they take part
directly and join political parties. People can
put pressure on political parties through
petitions, publicity in media, agitations etc.

(i)

4000

2024 CBSE BOARD EXAMINATION
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Questions

— 2024 (Series: AB3CD/1) Set-l —

Q12. Which one of the following countries has two—

party system? 1
(@) China (b) United Kingdom
(¢) India (d) Pakistan
Q27, Analyse the role of political parties in a democracy.
3

2024 (Series: AB3CD/1) Set-Il

Q2. How do political parties function within a
democratic system? Explain. 3

2024 (Series: AB3CD/1) Set-lll

b)) ; '
Exma'" any three challenges that political parties
en face In their functioning. 3

— 2024 (Series: AABB1/3) Set-| —

Q.12. How do Political Parties ensure accountability
to the public ? Choose the most suitable option
from the following: 1
(@) Through Press Conferences.
(b) Through Social Media Campaigns.
(¢) Through encouraging Partisanship.
(d) Through Elections and Voter Support.

Q.27. Describe any three functions of the Political
Parties. 3

L 4 2

SCAN ME!

FOR ANSWERS

JIN3IS TYaIL0d



POLITICAL SCIENCE

Stand Alone Multiple
Choice Questions

1. Political parties are most visible institutions in a
democracy because:
Which of the given statements is false?
{@) even Jess educated citizens know about
olfcal parbes.
{d) for ordinary ditizens democracy is equal to
polinca! parves.
(€] Darmes have become identified with social
po'iticz] divisions.
{&) most people in a democracy are not critical
oi'Dczl parties.
Z The number of political parties registered with
the Blecton Commission of India is:
(&) 750 partes
{5) Wors than 750 parties
{c) Less than 750 parties
{d} 705 parties
2. Which party is only allowed to rule in China? -
(o) Soczlst party (b) Communist party
(€} Liberal party (d) Maoist party
4. How many parties are needed in any democratic
Sy=iem to compete in elections and provide a
f2ir chance for the competing parties to come to
power?
(o) Less than two
(B) £ lezst two parties
(€) More than two partes
(d) At lezst three parties

5. Anexample of 2 country where two-party system

mark

o

exists:
(a) India (b) United Kingdoms
(c) China (d) Pakistan
6. An example of 2 country having the multi-party
system is:
(g) China (b) UsSA
(¢) India

(d) United Kingdoms
7. The term ‘partican’ means:
(@) £ group of people who come ¢
Promote common beliefs,
(b) £ffair of the
BOVErnance,
(€) A person who e strongly
committed 1o g party,
(d) The ruling party which runs the

ogether to

“tate  or the science of

government,

8. A recognised political party is.

10.

11.

12.

13,

14,

15,

16.

(@) a party that is present in op
federal units.

(b) a party that is present in seyer,
of the federation.

(c) a party that is based on |
communal diversities, 1

(d) a party that gets some Privileges and <nr
other special facilities by the Eledtl
Commission.

Parties are about a part of the society and g

involve .............. ?

(a) Partnership

(c) Partisanship

]y One of‘i
| and aff g

egiong| .

(b) Participation
(d) Political partne ip
What are the components of a political pa
(a) Leaders (b} Active members
(c) Followers (d) All of the above
Which one of the following is not a compg
of a political party?
(@) The leaders
(b) The followers
(c) The active members
(d) Women
In a democracy ............
(@) Parties are unanimously chasen
(b) Parties contest elections
(c) Parties are self chosen b5
(d) Parties are aristocratic P
What do the democracies ensure regarding
decision making? i
(a) Decisions are taken by the heads off
companies.
(b) Process of transparency.
(c) Decisions by the Prime Minister. .
(d) Restricted popular participation in 'h;"
making.
Parties function through .........coens
(a) demands of the people
(b) the way they want to
(c) policies and programmes
(d) None of the above ¥
faws for £
Can parties play a role in making
country?
(a) Yes (b) No
(¢) May be (d) Inso =
Those parties that lose In the elections ==
(@) Can still run the government .
(b) Play the role of opposition ‘

me conditio® =

sr e S



() Can make policies and programmes
() Cannot criticise the government
A vernment Is expected to base its policies on
e the line taken by the resnassesanens ?
L pnominated parties
(b) ruling party |
() opposition Party and Ruling Party
(0 Al the parties
18, One of the important functions of political parties
is to provide people access to ......... and .......... :
{a) Constitution; Prime Minister
(b) Prime Minister; the President
(c) government machinery; welfare schemes
(d) None of the above
19. A ruling party is a:
(a) party that has lost the election.
(b) party sitting in opposition.
(c) political party that runs the government.
() political party not having any registration.
20. In 2006, how many national parties were reco-

gnised?
(a) 6 (b) 7 (c) 4 (d) 3
21. Which one of the following countries has one-
party System? (2023)
(a) China (b) India
(¢) Pakistan (d) America
22. Which one of the following countries has two-
party system? (2023)
(a) China (b) Russia
(¢) America (d) India
Assertion-Reason 1
Questions |

DIRECTION: There are two statements marked as
Assertion (A) and Reason (R). Read the statements and
thoose the correct option:
(o) Both Assertion and Reason are true and Reason
Is the correct explanation of Assertion.
(5) Both Assertion and Reason are true but Reason
Is not the correct explanation of Assertion.
() Assertion Is true but Reason s false.
() Both Assertion and Reason are false.

L Assertion, In some countries, power usually
thanges between two main parties.
alli:t,o.;:' In India there were three such m'ajor
the N; In 2004 parliamentary elections
DroErei .O"a' Democratic Alliance, the United
sive Alliance and the Left Front.

2
reg‘;:ﬂon.' Every party in the country has to
€r with the Election Commission.

g

10.

11.

Political Parties || P-”.i’r’

Reason. While the Commission treats all parties
equally, it offers some special facilities to large
and established parties.

BE AWARE !l —

@ Students should read daily wewsSpaper to

Pay attentlon to the current trends {wn. the
cou or workings of political parties.
This will be very helpful to waderstand this
cha‘ptcr.

. Assertion. Since 1996, nearly every State party

has got an opportunity to be a part of one or the
other national level coalition government.
Reason. This has contributed to weakening of
federalism and democracy in our country.

. Assertion. Over the last three decades, the number

and strength of these parties has expanded.
Reason. This made the Parliament of India
politically less and less diverse.

. Assertion. The first challenge is lack of internal

democracy within parties.
Reason. Very often parties do not seem to offer a
meaningful choice to the voters.

. Assertion. The role of money and muscle power

has increased in politics
Reason. Parties nominate those candidates who
have or can raise lots of money.

. Assertion. Bahujan Samaj Party was formed in

1984 by Kanshi Ram.

Reason. BSP was formed to represent and secure
power for dalits, adivasis, OBCs and religious
minorities.

. Assertion. Parties are about a part of the society

and thus involve partisanship.
Reason. A political party has leaders, active
members and followers.

. Assertion. A political party is a group of people

who come together to contest elections and hold
power in the government.

Reason. They agree on some policies and
programmes for the society with a view to
promote the collective good.

Assertion. In some countries, only one party
is allowed to control and run the government.
Those are called one-party systems.

Reason. We cannot consider one-party system as
a good option because this is not a democratic
option.

Assertion (A): Political Parties are important in
the functioning of democracy.

Reason (R): The media plays an important role in
the making of Political Parties.

JIN3I3S VL0
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.(d) Cokéfoss P.irtyl - (/) _National Democratic —A‘lliénc:.-
(b) Bharatwya Janata Party (i) State Party - e,
(€) Communitist Party of India (Marxist) (7i)) United Progressiye Alliance
(@) Telugu Desam Party e ﬁ_("!)) f_{“}’_’jﬂfﬁ’f}f
o TN T e
(@) Rubng party | [0 A person who b strongly committed to a party or a growp,
(b) Affidavit (i) A group of people who contest elections and hold power in the governmpm_
{c) Defection (iif) Political party that runs government. <

(d) Partisan (iv) Changing party allegiance from one party to a different party.
(e) Political Party (v) A significant document submitted to an officer when makin
— e e R TR 20 AN officer wi

e

3 BENCTTT | —————
T e

(a) Indian National Congress () Welfare of dalits a;afal?;f“f‘sls’e_&‘p’ét;ﬁl_em
(b) Bharatiya Janata Party (fi) Marxism-Leninism

(c) Bahujan Samaj Party (iii) Cultural Nationalism

(d) Communist Party of India (CPI) (iv) Centrist S

(b) Corporate America controls all
institutions of the country. 4
(c) The rule of party whose symbol is elephart:
(d) President has no say in the decision, peope.
are the priority.
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Which challenges to political parties is depicted
in the given cartoon?

e
- 1 i
Z o~ Paury | i
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2.

~
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of reforming
t this form he parties?

pdﬁd'
Do you agree tha ,
parties will be acceptable to

BE AWARE Il ———""0,, « 10

R
N

ta th
gi\ll"'mt Gyﬁl

pleture ad its emption 95 e
What does this picture depict?

' 7 5 : because questions red
asked (n the exam: |
(@) 1t does not support one party rule in USA. R— — ,




case/Source Based

Questions

I A political party is a group of people who come
: rogether to contest elections and hold power in
the government. They agree on some policies
and programmes for the society with a view to
pmmote the collective good. Since there can be
gifferent views on what is good for all, parties
try to persuade people why their policies are
petter than others. They seek to implement these
policies by winning popular support through
elections.
Answer the following questions by choosing the
most appropriate options:
L. Which is the most democratic form of party
system?
(o) Two party
(b) Multi party
(c) One Party
(d) All given options are equally democratic
2. A Political party reduces a vast multitude of
S— into few basic positions that it supports.
(a) Opinions (b) Demands
(c) Expectations (d) Speculations
3. Which of these statements is incorrect?
(a) Parties reflect fundamental political unity in
a society.
(b) Parties try to persuade people why their
policies are better than others.
(c) They seek to implement these policies by
winning popular support through elections.
(d) All of the above
4, Parties try to change people’s opinions on certain
things through:
(g) Strict laws
(b) Passing ordinance
(c) Persuasion
(d) Aggressive campaigning

. Party system is not something any country can
choose. It evolves over a long time, depending
pn the nature of society, its social and regional
divisions, its history of politics and its system of
elections. These cannot be changed very quickly.
Bach country develops a party system that Is
Conditioned by its special circumstances. For
Fxflmp!e, if India has evolved a multi-party system,
'tis because the soclal and geographical diversity
' Such a large country is not easily absorbed by

t .
a""’° Or even three parties. No system is ideal for
Countries and all situations.

10.

Political Parties || P69TH

Answer the following questions by choosing the
most appropriate options:

« Name the party system in USA.

(@) Multi party system (b) Single party system
(c) Coalition (d) Two party system

- Why does India have a democratic system?

(a) India is a large country

(b) India has social and geographical diversity
(¢) India is a democratic country
(d) All of the above

- Why does not China have a democratic system?

(a) No free competition of power
(b) Rule of Communist Party

() No chance to form other political parties
(d) None of the above

. In a Multi Party System, what can cause

instability in politics?
(a) Coalition (b) Alliance
(c) Weak Opposition (d) Lack of Vigilant Citizens

Political parties are easily one of the most visible
institutions in a democracy. For most ordinary
citizens, democracy is equal to political parties.
If you travel to remote parts of our country and
speak to the less educated citizens, you could
come across people who may not know anything
about our Constitution or about the nature of our
government. But chances are that they would
know something about our political parties.
At the same time this visibility does not mean
popularity. Most people tend to be very critical
of political parties. They tend to blame parties
for all that is wrong with our democracy and our
political life. Parties have become identified with
social and political divisions.

Answer the following questions by choosing the
most appropriate options:

. What is the role played by the ruling party in

democracy?
(@) Ruling party runs the administration of the
country.
(b) Ruling party makes laws for the country after
discussions with parliament.
(¢) Ruling party declares emergency in the country.
(d) Ruling party dissolves the Parliament.

Which of the two parties given below are
national Parties?
(a) Bharatiya Janata Party and Akali Dal
(b) Indian National Congress and Muslim League'
(c) Communist Party of India and Bahujan Samaj
Party
(d) National Congress Party & Trinamool Congress

JINI2S TVIILNOd
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POLITICAL SCIENCE

11

12.

V.

14,

15.

Berlusconi was the leader of Forza Italia founded
in:

(o) 1992 (b) 1991 (¢) 1993 () 1990
Elephant Is the symbol of ..o ;

{0) Indian Natonal Congress (ING)

{d) Rharatiya lanata Party (RIP)

(€) Bahujan Sama| Party (BSP)

{¢) Communist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M)

Carefully study the cartoon and answer the
guestions that follows:

|
i

Answer the following questions by choosing the
mast cppropriate options:

. The cartoon is about Berlusconi who was the
Prime Minister of ................. )
(o) Spain (b) Italy
[c) Germany (d) France
This Cartoon represents which challenge that
political parties face ................ ?

(6) dynastic succession

(b) money and muscle power

(c) right to freedom

(d) no meaningful choice
“Ordinzry members of the party do not get suffi-

cent information on what happens inside the
party.” True/False

- Berlusconi’s company owns:

(@) TV channels and the most important publish-
ing company.

(B) 4 football club and a bank

(c) Both (a) and (b)

(d) Only (b)

Ordinary citizens, pressure groups and move-
ments and the media can play an important role
in this, If political parties feel that they would lose
public <upport by not taking up reforms, they
would become more serioys about reforms, Two
political parties can improve if those who wan{
thi< join political parties. The quality of democracy
depends on the degree of public participation, It
is difficult 1o reform politics if ordinary citizens

17.

18.

19.

20.

VI.

Sclence X)

do not take part in it and simply ¢rg
the outside. The problem of e
solved by more and better poliyjc,

Answer the following questions |,
most appropriate options:
Election Commission Is working oy,
Ing political parties, identify the .
taken In this respect,
I. Candidates who contest have
Affidavit.
Il. Anti-Defection law has been Passed,
Ill. Political parties have to give minimum .
third tickets to women. ¢
IV. Political Parties to hold Organisation
elections.
Choose which statements are correct:

(a) Only (1) (b) Both (1) and (i
(c) All of the above  (d) (1), (I1) and (v)
Which of the reforms is incorrectly matched

the institution that brought the change?

¥ choogjpg

ards rat

to filg E

() Election
Commission

Reform

(@) Mandatory to hold
internal elections

(b) Submitting Affidavit
(c) Anti Defection law

(#ii) Constitution by
Parliament

(d) Parties to file income
tax returns

Which of the following is an example of use
money and muscle power? Choose the corred

of money. 7

Il. Parties support criminals who can win elections
lll. Big companies fund parties and inﬂue‘
policies and decisions. £

(a) Only (1) (b) Both (1) and (I
(c) Both (I1) and (lI1) (d) All of the above =
State any two ways in which public can relom:
political parties? :

ome
A political party is a group of people who €T

together to contest elections and hold pawﬁ:iﬁ;'
the government. They agree on sOome pinww
and programmes for the society with @ vzn
promote the collective good. Since thect ca |
different views on what is good for all, P

licles "
try to persuade people why tr.]e'r| pmoem thesé
better than others. They seek to ImP En throus"

policles by winning popular suPPO
elections.

-



nswer the following questions by choosing the
most appropriate options:
Vhat is @ political party?
2. \(a) celf made groups who automatically hold
power.
(b) Agroup of people who come together to contest
elections and hold power in the government,
(¢) Non government groups to do social work.
(d) Government organizations for social work,
22 Aclockisa symbol of ......... e .
- (a) Communist Party of India
(b) Bhartiya Janta Party
() Nationalist Congress Party
(d) Indian National Congress
23. Rashtriya Lok Dal is a:
(a) National political party
(b) District political party
(c) government body
(d) Regional political party
24. Indian National Congress was founded in the year:
(o) 1890 (b) 1885 (c) 1820 (d) 1891

VIIl. Most of the major parties of the country are
classified by the Election Commission as ‘State
parties’. These are commonly referred to as
regional parties. Yet these parties need not be
regional in their ideology or outlook. Some of
these parties are all India parties that happen
to have succeeded only in some states. Parties
like the Samajwadi Party and Rashtriya Janata
Dal have national level political organization with
units in several states. Some of these parties like
Biju Janata Dal, Sikkim Democratic Front, Mizo
National Front and Telangana Rashtra Samithi are
conscious about their State identity.

Answer the following questions by choosing the
most appropriate options:
25. Which is a recognized political party?

(a) A party that is present in only one of the
federal units,

(B) A party that is based on regional and
communal diversities.

(<) A party that is recognized by the ‘Election
Commission’ with all the privileges and
facilities.

(d) A party that is present in several and all units
of the federation.

26, i
In which of the following states does Shiv Sena
e(ﬂISt as a regional political party?
9) Gujarat (b) Karnataka

3 () Maharashtra (d) Madhya Pradesh
* More thap

the pp 21 e «... parties are registered with
?:J E;ECﬁon Commission of India:
0 (a)814 () 758 (d) 700

-
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28. Which of these is not a State Party?
(@) TOP  (b) DMK (c) SAD (d) CPI

VIIL. There are some countrywide parties, which are

called 'national parties’. These parties have their
units in various states. But by and large, all these
units follow the same policies, programmes and
strategy that is decided at the national level.
Every party in the country has to register with
the Election Commission. While the Commission
treats all parties equally, it offers some special
facilities to large and established parties. These
parties are given a unique symbol—only the

official candidates of that party can use that
election symbol.

Answer the following questions by choosing the
most appropriate options:
A group of people who come close to each other
to attain their common aim of power is known as:
(a) Political Party (b) Interest Group
(c) Political leadership (d) Factional group

29,

30. India has ............. major National Parties?

(a) 4 (b) 8 (c) 6 (d) 10
31. Which of these is a National Party?

(@) INC (b) BSP () BJP (d) All of these
32. Which of these is not a National Party?

(@) INC  (b)SAD (c) BIP (d) CPI (M)
1X.

In a democracy any group of citizens is free to
form a political party. In this formal sense, there
are a large number of political parties in each
country. More than 750 parties are registered
with the Election Commission of India. But not
all these parties are serious contenders in the
elections. Usually only a handful of parties are
effectively in the race to win elections and form
the government.

Answer the following questions by choosing the
most appropriate options:

33. System with one party is known as:
(@) Uni-party system (b) Multi-party system
(c) Bi-party system  (d) None of these

34. System of two parties is known as:
(@) Uni-party system (b) Multi-party system
(c) Bi-party system  (d) None of these

35. System of many parties is known as:
(a) Bi-party system  (b) Multi-party system
(¢) Uni-party system (d) None of these

36. Which of these countries have Bi-party system?
(a) India (b) England
(c) France (d) Pakistan

37. Which of these countries have Uni-party system?
(a) China (b) North Korea
(c) Cuba (d) All of these
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Stand Alone
Multiple Choice Answers

1. (b 2.(5) 3.(b) 4 (b) 5 (b)
6. (0 7.0 & (@ 9. () 10 (d)
1. (@) 12.(b) 13.(b) 14 (c) 15. (o)
16. () 17. (5 18 () 19.(c) 20. (a)
21. (o) 22. (0)

Assertion-Reason Answers

1. (&) Both assertion and reason are true but reason

is not the correct explanation of assertion.

In some countries, power usually changes between
wo moin parties. Several others parties may exist,
fontest elections and win a few seats in the national
Jegisizture, but only two main parties have a serious
chance of winning majority of seats to form a
government.

2 (c) Both assertion and reason are true and

I

reason is the correct explanation of assertion.
The Election Commission offers special privileges and
joclies to registered parties.

- (c) Assertion is true but reason is false.

The assertion is correct but reason is incorrect as
this has constituted to weakening of federation and
gdemocrocy in our country.

- (c) Assertion is true but reason is false.

The assertion is correct but reason is incorrect as this

has made the Parliament of India politically more
ond more diverse,

- (b) Both assertion and reason are true but reason

is not the correct explanation of assertion.
All over the world, there is g tendency in political
porties towards the concentration of power in one

or few hands ot the top and thus there is lack of
internal democracy within parties.

. (a) Both assertion and reason are true and

reason is the correct explanation of assertion.
Since parties are focused only on winning the
elections, they tend to nominate those candidates
who have or can raise lots of money,

- (@) Both assertion and reason are true and

reason is the correct explanation of assertion
Bahujan Samaj Porty was formed to represent and
secure power for the Bohujan Samaj which includes
the doalits, adivasis, OBCs und religious minorities,

- (b) Both assertion and reason are true but reason

is not the correct explanation of assertion,
A party Is known by the part of society for which

Competency Based Answey

10.

11.

N

Case/Source Based Answers -

I
L.
.
Iv.
V.

VI
Vil.
ViIL.
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. (@) Both assertion and reasq

- (@)—(ii); (B)—(i); (e)—(iv); (d)—(ii)
2. (a)—(ii); (b)—(v); (e)—(iv); (d)—(i); (e)—(ii
- (@) —(iv); (b)—(iii); (c)—(i); (d)—{ii)

. Money and muscular power
- (b)

- This form of reforming political parties is not

21.(b)  22. () 23.(d) 24 (Z; 1
25.(c) 26, (c) 27.(0) 28 (b
29.(0)  30. () 31 (0 32 {b}
.33.(a)  34.(c) 35.(b) 36 E
37. (d) "
"

it stands for, which policies jt s,

Pports
interests it upholds. 0nd y,

N are ypy,
reason Is the correct explanation

People come together to hold  poy, er :
government and implement theijr policies f
popular support through elections.

(b) Both assertion and reason are t
is not the correct explanation of assertion,
One party system can not be considerey {; <.
option because this is not a democratic option -
democratic system must allow at fegs; two pc',m.
to compete in elections and provide 4 fair change ,
competing parties to come to power.
(b) Both assertion and reason are try

is not the correct explanation of ass

of assen-[[,n :

s &

by Winnj

Tue byt Teasgn

e but feasoy
ertion,

Match the Columng

Picture Based Answers

acceptable because over-regulation of politi
parties can be counter productive. This would
force all parties to find ways to cheat the law,
Besides, political parties will not agree to passd
law that they do not like. 1

L. (b) 2.(a) 3.(d 4l
5. (d) 6. (d) 7. (b) 8. (o)
9. (a) 10. () 11.(c) 12 {c)
13. (b) 14. (a) 15. True  16. (c)
17. (d) 18, (d)  19. (d) k
20. (i) People can put pressure on political parts

through petitions, publicity and agitatio’

o chould
(i) Those who want to reform parties SO
join these (political parties).



