The Ball Psem

Tntroduction:-

The Ball Poew” writken by John Bevryman is aboub
0 young immocent boy Who has lost hig ball and
seems depressed. In this poem the poeb tells us
about our reactione ab Some makterial o8¢ . He
has touched the topic of how tostard up againt
the miseries and sorrows of life. Thia poem tells ue
that one has to face those \ntense moments
When life snatches what is very dear to ug. Dne
must Know how te put up with a lo3s without
losing heart and hope , because loss of onething
1$ mob the end of life,

Mcssage: -

The poem hag a very clear message that the
process of learning the wayg of the world sharts
at a very yourg age,Money cannot bring the lost
things back, it can only buy new ones to replace
them, The child learne a lescon of how to be carefll
about posgestions in thic materialistic world, The
poem also conveys a mestage that one must mot
be emotionally atbtached to malerialistic things,
One mugt know how to btar the 10&¢ braely and
Theve on.
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Stanza-|

What is the boy mow, who bas lost hic ball,

What, Wwhat is he to do ? Tsawit go
Merrily bouncing , down the street, and then

Mevrily over — there it ic in the water!

Word Muninss}-

Mevrily » cheerful
Bouncing > jumping Wp and down

Explanation :-

The poem starts with poet looking of the boy Laho
has logt hig ball . He wants Lo Know about bim and
his vreackion because the boy has logb his ball; The poeb
has seen the ball going away £rom he boy.He 2aw
the ball jumping bapply up and olown the streck
and then falling into the water, from where 1%
cannol be rebrieved.The ball ie shown o have
volled away happily which i& contrasted with the
gloomy Mood of the boy ot the losg of the ball,
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Extract Based Ques/Ans -

What has the boy lost?
The boy hasg lost his ball,

Who is the'TI’ in the stonza ?
*I’in the stanza is the poet,

Which word means hapeily ?
Merrily means happily, )

Where did the ball go ?
The ball went into the water.

The ball ultimately fell mto the walep of
har bour.

What is the boy’s state of mind ?
The boy is in a very gloomy, sad state of mind,

Name the literary device uged in “Merrily bouncing ,
down the shrect , and then Merrily over — there 11 95
in ihe watey!”

Anaphora .




Stanza-2

No use to say ‘O there ave other balle’:
An ultimate Shaking grie? fixes the boy

As he stands rigid , trembling ,staﬁng down
M\ his young daye into the harbour” where
His ball went,

Word Meanings i~

[ Weimate 2 inal

Rigid > fixed

Harbour >0 place where ¢hips load and wnload goak
Givief @ sorrow

Trm-nb!ing 2 shaking

Explanabion !~

Tn these lines, the poel describee the mental
stale of the young boy who has lost his ball. The
boy tecle very tad by the lose of the ball  He Keeps
sbaring down the way the ball hag gone. He 1s Yemmded
of all the days of the past When he had played with
that ball.Heve the ball becomes gymixlic of the childhood
daye of the boy.




Ang>

Ans 2

Ang >

Ans>

Ang >

g

Ang>

Extract Based Ques/Ans -

The lose of ball has mode the boy
sod.

The poet thinks it improper to ¢ay to the boy ‘O
there are other balls’ because
He wante the boy to learn to have a wense of loss,

What doee the boy's reaction to the lose of hig
ball ¢how ?

The los¢ of his ball shows that the boy is very
attached to the lost ball and wag ~ery upet
about loging it .

Which peetic dexice has been used in *shaking
griﬂb’?

The poedic device uted in‘shaking grietis transfemed
epithetr as it js the grief- siriken boy who shakeg,
Mot the grief iteelf.

Why i¢ iF o uge to say, O tiere are othey balls’ ?
The boy tante the ball he has lost, ’

WhY doeg the boy Feels trouble and sbond rigid ?
The boy fecls brouble and stords rigid becauge he'
IS Enimking aboul the days when he was young.

What does the ball symbolize n this stanza ?
Tnthis gtanza , the ball is gymbelic of the boy’s Young
days,



Stanza- 3

T would mot intrude on him),
A dime, another ball, ¢ worthless, Now
He Senges first recponsibility
Tn a world of posscssiong, feopk will take
Balls, balls will be lost always, litbe boy,

ey -

Word Meanings -

TIntrude > invader

Dime > |0 cents (U Q)
Worthless > vealuelese
Posstssions> Olnerships

Explanation :-

Tntheee linee,the poet does Mot intend to interface
with the emotione of the young boy by concoling
him with the argumente that the ball was mot worth
mueh or that he will buy him anothey ball. The boy
learns his First veceponsibility of taking cave of his
things and how to bear the logs of Somedhing n a
World of poscessions, Moreover, the boy must Rnoo
that loss is a part of life and one has to put up
with b bravely,




Extract Based Ques/Ans ;-

I 1 “T7in the firet lineie
Ang> | the poet

2 Whab doec the. lost of the ball teach the boy?
Ans> | The gence of responsibility.

3: |Who would mot intrude?
PneS | The Poet would mot ntrude .

W- | The word “intvude” (n the abeve extract means .
Ang > | The word “intrude” means a world of possesgion.

5. |Which peetic device i used in the last line?
Ani> | Repetition.

6 | what doec the word *worthiess’ tell us?
Angs | The word *worthless’ tells ug that the boy does not wish
1o hane another bell,

T Losing the ball beaches +he boyto —
Ans | become responsible.




Stanza-H

And no one buye a ball back Money isexternal ,
He i< learning , well behind hig degpevate exyes,
The. e_pisl:cmo|03y of lose, how to stand up
Knowing what “every man "mugt one day know
And mdst know how many days, howto ¢tard up,

Wovd Mean’mgsl-

+ | Desperabt > hopelese .
Epistemology - The Gireck word episteme means
¢*Knowledge’

Explanation:-

In these lines, the poek saye that Money is external
as it can mot buy memories mer it can it replace
the logt things - The boy ¢ learning the meaning of
lo¢s. The logs of the ball for the boyis, a gaddenin
experience as he wWill mot geb back the ball thatr
hat losb The boy has learnt o leston of the veality
of life Yhat people do lote things in life, but that
does ot bring life bo o halt . He would have under-
sbood the true meaning and nature of loss,




I
Aneo
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Ane =

Ans>

Extract Baged Ques/Ang .-

Which poetic device is used in the First line?
Alliteyation

Why is ™Moncy external?
Morey 14 external because it can buy a thing to replace
the lost one but cannot bring the original lost one .

A word in the extract that mcans ‘sbudy of knowledg’ —
Epistemology

What must the boy learn according 4o the poct ?
The boy must learn how to bear the logs and make

o e bcsmmg

How are the boy's eyee?
The boy's eyes ave desperate

What is the boy Iearnmg?
The. boy is learning the Mmeaning ol \oss.

Why are the boy’s et dtspzmbi?
The boy's eyes ave ‘desperate’ becouse he hae losh
his ball,



