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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF PLANNING
LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION Na, §70 \‘}Um

TO BE ANSWERED ON 16,09 2020

570, SHRI ARLUN SAD:
Will the Minister of PLANNING be pleased bo state: U

() whether poverty is declining in the country and if s, the details thereol,

(b} the State-wise number of people living below poverty line in the country ingluding
Chhaitisgarh;

{e) whether the Government carmies owi o periodical review of methodology 1o assess the poverty;

{d) if so, the details with regard to review conducted during the last three years; and

{e) the outcome of the said review and the reaction of the Government thereto?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND

DECLINE IN POVERTY PM
Vas

@
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which submitied its repont in 1979 and the hile Planning C its
recommendations in the same year. In Scplember, 1989, lmmﬂdlh:ﬁxpu‘!&uq)uﬁrﬂ:
chairmanship of Prof. DT, Lakdewala for estimation of poverty and it submitied its report im 1993
and erstwhile Planning C picd its lations in 1997, The erstwhile Planning

November, 2000 and the hile Planning Ci rasd d s dations in January,
2011. Presently, uuﬂﬁ:ﬂwwnmuhaﬂuhrumw In June 2012,
erstwhile Planning Commission coastituted an Expert Group under the Chairmanship of Dr. C.
Rangarajan to “Review the Methodology for Mexsurement of Poverty”, The Expert Group submitted
its report on 30th Junc 2014. However, the Government is yet to take decision on the report submitied
by the Expert Group.

Afier the formation of NITI Asvog which replaced the erstwhile Planning Commission a Task
Force on Elimination of Poverty in India was constiinied on 16th March, 2015 under the
Chairmanship of Dr. Arvind Panagariya, foemer Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog. The report of the Task
Force was submitied 1o Prime Minisier’s Office on 1% July, 2016, The Terms of Reference for the
Task Force inter alia incladed 10 ~Develop 2 working definition of poverty”. The report of the Task
Force primarily focuses on issucs of measurement of poverty and strutegies io combat poverty.
Regarding estimation of poverty, the report of the Task Force states that “a consensus in favour of
cither the Tendullar or a higher poverty line did not emenge. Therefore, the Task Force has concluded
that the maner be considered in grester depth by the country’s top experts on poverty before a final
decision is made. Accordingly. it is recommended that an expert committes be set up to arrive at an

MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF STATISTICS &
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION

(RAC INDERJIT SINGH)

{a) The official poverty estimates are based on data of Large Sample Surveys on Houschold Consumer
Expenditure carried out by the National Sample Survey Office (NSS0) of the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation. The latest data of Large Sample Survey on Household Consumer
Expenditure has been collected by NSS0 in its 68% round conducted in 2011-12. The poverty
estimates for 2011-12 have been ing the extant Tendulkar methodelogy and these
have been released through a Press Note issued on 22nd July 2013, According o this Press Note, the
number of persons living below poverty ling in India has been estimated as 27 crore (21.9%) m 2011-
12 as compared o 40.76 crore (37.2%) in 2004-05, The rate of decline of poverty ratio during 2004-
05 to 2001-12 was 2. 18 % per year.

{b) The State-wise number of people living below poverty line in the country including Chhattisgarh are
given ai Amnexure.

{€) &id) In lndia, the erstwhile Planning Commission was the nodal agency in the Govesnment for
estimation of the poverty in the country and it used a poverty line based on per capita consumption
expenditure as the critenon 1o determine the persons living below the poverty line (BPL), The
methadology to estimate poverty has been reviewed from time to time. In 1977, the erstwhile

Annexure
Number and Percentage of Population below poverty line by states-2011-12 (Tendulkar Methodalogy)
™ Rural Urban Total
No. States Seage of No. of Personsi *eage of [No. of Personstoage ofNo. of Persons
Persons (lakhs) Persons Persons|
1 | Andhra Pradesh 10.96 6LB0) 581
2 | Arunachal Pradesh | 38.93 425) 2033
3 | Assam 3389 G206 2049
4 | Bihar 34.06 32040| 31.23
5 | Chhartisgarh 44.61 BB.OO| 2475
6 | Delhi 1292 050 984
T | Goa 6.81 037 4.09
| 8 | Gujarat 21.54 7535|1014
| 9 | Hasyana 1164 1942 10.28
| 10 | Himachal Pradesh 848 520 433
11| Jomm & Kashmir | 11.54 10.73 7.20
12 | Jharkhand 4084 104.09 ) 2483
13 | Karnataka 24.53 G280 1525
14 | Kerala 9.14 1548 4.97
15 | Madhya Pradesh 35.74 19095 | 21.00
| 16 | Maharashtra 24.22 15056 49.12
| 17 | Manipur 38,80 745) 3259
18 | Meghal. 12.53 EN ) 926
| 19 | Mizoram 3543 1.91 6.36
| 20 | Nagaland 19.93 276 1648
| 21 | Odisha 35.69 126.14] 17.29
| 27 | Punjab 7.66 1335|024
| 23 | Rajasthan 16.05 B419| 10.69
| 24 | Sikdm 9.85 045 31,66
| 25 | Tamil Nadu 15.83 $9.23] 654
[ 26 | Tripura 16.53 449 742 0.75 | 14.05 524
27 | Uttarakhand 11.62 BI5| 1048 335) 1126 1160
28 | Untar Pradesh 30.40 47935 | 26.06 11884 598.19
| 29 | West Hen, 2.5 14114 ] 1466 43.83 | 19 184.98
| 30 | Puducherry 17.06 069 630 35| 969 1.24
31 | Andaman &
Nicobar lslands 1.57 .04 .00 0.00) 100 004
32 | Chandigarh 164 D004 | 2231 234 2181 235
33 Pudra & Nagar
i 62 59 LIS) 1538 1.43
Duman & Diu 0.00 000 1162 0.26
35 | Laksh: .00 .00 34 0.02
All India 2570 216658 | 13.70 269783
Motes: 1. Population as on 15t March 2012 has been used for estimating number of persons below poverty

line. (2011 Census population extrapolated)
2 Poverty line of Tamil Nadu has been used for Andaman and Nicobar Island.
3. Urban Poverty Line of Funjab has been used for both rural and urban areas of Chandigarh.
4. Poverty Line of Maharashtra has been used for Dadra & Nagar Haveli.
5. Poverty line of Goa has been used for Daman & Diu.
6. Poventy Line of Kerala has been used for Lakshadweep.

informed decision on the level at which the poverry line should be set™

(e} The Report of the Task Force is under ick of the G

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF PLANNING

LAVK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION No, 3993
TO BE ANSWERED ON 15.03.2020

DEFINITION OF POVERTY LINE
3993, SHRI NATARAJAN PR,

Will the Minister of PLANNING be pleased o siate:

(1) whether the Government is having any official definition and norms fixed for urban’ rursl
poverty line across the country;

() if 50, the details thereol,

() whether any review has been taken by the Government on the norms and cap for poverty
line; and

id) if s, the details thereol and if nol, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE {INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING
AND MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF
STATISTICS & PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION

(RAD INDERIIT SINGH)

(@) o (d) The erstwhile Planning Commission estimated poverty line and poverty ratio based on
the recommendations made by the experis in the field from time 1o fime. The erstwhile
Planiing Commission had constitited Task Force under the Chalrmanship of D, ¥ K Alagh
m 1977, Expent Giroup under the Chairmanship of Prof D.T Lakdawala in 1989, and the
Expert Group under the Chairmanship of Prof. Suresh Tendulkar in 2005, ml.ulpnmmy
estimates were released by the erstwhile Planning Ci ission followi
mmwrmmcmmmumw;uwzou IZMIN‘HNN
‘The poverty line was defined on the basis of
(MPCE) s the criterion. For the year 201 at all India level has been
-ﬁu-mmmwdnmum—du
1008 for urban arcas.
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Poverty is highest among scheduled tribes
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Graph 3.1: Poverty in India 2000: Most Vulnerable Groups
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Mahatma Gandhi NREGA
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Ministry of Rural Development, Govt. of India

16 Feb
Aug 2005 (Feb 2006 |Apr 2007 | Apr 2008 |Oct 2008 2009 Oct 2009
NREGA |Came into | 130 more | Universali [ Wage MOU Name
legalized |force in districts | zation transaction | with the |changed to
200 included of the through postal | MGNREGA
districts banks/post | dept.

scheme
offices

List of works allowed under MGNREGA
Seno Types of work Fisheries-related works
Watershed-related works I8 | Fisheries in seasonal water bodes on public land
1 Countour trenches Works in costal area
Contour bunds 19 Fish drying yards
Boulder checks 20 | Belt vegetation
Farm building 21 | Construction of storm water drains for coastal protection
Gabion structures Rural drinking water related works
Underground dykes 22 [ Soak pits
Earthen dams 3 [ Recharge pits
Dugout farm pands : Rural sanitation related works
Stop dams Individual household
Watershed-related work in mountain regions School toilets

10 | Springshed development 7 | Solid and liquid waste management
Agriculture related works Flood management — related works

11 NADEP composting 28 [ Deepening and repair of flood channels
12 \ermi-compasting 29 | Chaur renovation

13 Liguid bio-manures Irrigation command-rdated works

Livestock-related works 30 [ Rehabilitation of minors, sub minors and field channels
Poultry

Goat shelter

Azolla as cattle - feed suplement

Construction of pucca floor tank and fodder trough for
cattle
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Features of PMRY Scheme

Covers Business Options - Including Agriculture & AlliedServices.

Cost Coverage - Rs. 5Lakh. Rs. 2Lakh & Rs. 5 Lakhfor the
industry, business & service sectorsrespectively.

Repayment Tenor - For unemployed it is 3to7 years.

Provide interest subsidy of 15% on the cost of a project with a
maximum of Rs. 12,500 allotted to everyindividual for specified
states (Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Uttaranchal & the
North-Eastern states).
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