CHAPTER

Dust of Snow

Central Idea
of the Poem

This poem expresses the

significance of small things in

changing one’s mood. Through

this poem, we gef o message
that we should hope for the best
even in the worst of situations.
We must also remember that
nature and its objects have the
ability to make one happy and
come out of hopelessness.

Word Meanings
Rued - held in regret

Explanation The i
powdery sno:
was depressed ondZad. ;; :Vh’Chhfe” out e hoe! changed his mood 1o happiness. Earlier, he

—

by Robert Frog

Explanation of the Poem

Stanza 1

The way a crow
Shook down on me
The dust of snow
From a hemlock tree

Word Meanings

Shook - shake; Hemlock tree - 2 poisonous plant (tree) with small white flowers

Explanation in i stanzo, the poet remembers a small incident that changed his mood. Once, the
. Poetwas in a depressed mood and was hopeless. He was standing (It is not clear whether the
Poet was standing or Passing (the free) under a hemlock free. Suddenly, a crow sitting on the
tree, shook it and some powdery snow from the free fell on the poet.

Stanza 2
Has given my heart
A change of mood

And saved some part
Ofa day I had rued

ow | .
starts feeling refreshed. This incldente Spoev o spenia ar of his day in sadness, but now he
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. about the Poem (Page 14)

atis a ‘dust of SNow’? What does the poet

1 oy has changed his mood? How hag the
poet's mood changed?

. The' Just of snow’ means the fine Particles of snoy,

prs. The sudden shower in the form of the dys; of snow

changed the poet’s mood. .
The poet’s mood changed from the state of sadness
10 happiness. He felt refreshed and wanted 1o enjoy
the rest of the day.

9 How does Frost present nature in this poem?
The following questions may help you to think
of an answer.

(i) What are the birds that are usually named in
poems? Do you think crow is often mentioned in
poems? What images come to your mind when
you think of a crow?

(i) Again, what is ‘a hemlock tree'? Why doesn't the
poet write about more ‘beautiful’ tree such as a
maple, or an oak, or a pine?

(i) What do the ‘crow’ and ‘hemlock’
represent—joy or sorrow? What does the dust of
snow that the crow shakes off a hemlock tree
stand for?

Ans. Frost s often called the poet of nature. Unlike
Wordsworth, he does not glorify nature but takes
onan objective view. He describes the positive and
legative aspects of nature. In the poem ‘Dust of
Snow’ Frost presents a positive view of nature. His
depressed and sad mood is changed in a happy one
when a simple event happened with him. A crow
shook down the dust of snow on him and changed

his mood.

() Gener, ally, poets take the birds which are known
for their beauty and good qualities, like peacock,
$wan, cuckoo, mynabh, etc.
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But, here Frost has taken a torally different
3pproach as he chose a crow. Crow is not ofcen
used in poems. Crow is black in colour and has a
very harsh voice. It is believed to be a symbol of
bad omen,

Thinking of a crow brings very depressing and
sorrowful pictures to our mind.

(ii) A hemlock tree is a poisonous plant with small
white flowers.

The poet, Robert Frost, didn’t choose to use an
ok, maple or pine tree and instead, chose the
hemlock tree so that he could present his
depressed mood and feelings.

(iii) The crow and hemlock tree represent sorrow and
depression felt by the poet in this materialistic
world.

The dust of snow is the symbol of natural joy and
energy. The dust of snow that the crow shakes off
from a hemlock tree is a sign of nature’s blessing.
It means that the poet is passing through the sad
and depressing moments and is entering the time
full of joy and optimism.

3 Have there been times when you felt depressed
and hopeless? Have you experienced a similar
moment that changed your mood that day?

Yes, there have been number of times when I felt
depressed and hopeless. Sometimes such moments
were a result of my own action and sometimes they
were aroused by other people’s behaviour and artitude.

Yes, I have experienced a similar moment that
changed my mood. One day, I was very upset so I
went out for a walk. I saw a small boy with one leg
sitting in the park and enjoying with his friends. This
sight and the joy that the boy was sharing with his
friends changed my mood and I felt very happy for
the rest of the day. I also joined him and enjoyed the

company.

Ans.



Practice

CExfract Based Questions )

Read the following exiracts caréfully and choose the correct option.

1 The way a crow
Shook down on me
The dust of snow
From a hemlock tree
(a) What does the hemlock tree signify?
(b) How has the dust of snow affected the

poet?
CBSE 2015

Ans. (a) The hemlock tree signifies death and fear. It
does not signify anything positive.
(b) The dust of snow changed poet’s mood from
bad to good and gladdened his hear.

2 Has given my heart
A change of mood
And saved some part
Of aday I had rued.
(a) What does the poet try to suggest?
(b) What saved some part of the day?

Ans. (a) The poet is trying to suggest that smal| ¢y,
bring big changes inlife and unexpected hy 85 can

(b) The dust of snow shaken down by a meP;Jmm
the hemlock tree on the poet saved his hcar:ol;"

making him feel happy. The poet fell betce, an)t,i

more positive for the rest of the day.

@hon‘ Answer (SA) Type Quesﬁong

1 What does the poet Robert Frost want to
convey through the poem ‘Dust of Snow'?
Ans. Through the poem ‘Dust of Snow’ Robert Frost wants
to convey a message that even little things can bring
hulge changes in our lives. An ordinary event also
holds a capacity to bring about a major change in
our mood.
Also, joys and sorrow always go hand in hand and
we must never lose hope. In addition, the poet
through the poem highlights the healing nature of
the natural world.
2 How has the poet observed ‘nature’ in the
poem ‘Dust of Snow'? CBSE 2011

Ans. The poet observed that nature has a healing power.
Robert Frost is a nature lover. The crow and the
hemlock tree are associated with bad omens or
death and fear. But, Frost has presented them very
beautifully.

They bring cheer to him and are a source of joy.
Through his poem, he conveys that everything

around us in nature is beautiful.

3 'And saved some part of a day, I had rueq

Explain.

Ans. The poet was feeling depressed and hopeless. So, b,

was not in a good mood. He was passing by a
hemlock tree when suddenly a crow shook dust of
snow on him. This small and simple incident
changed his mood. He realised that if he had not
gone through such an incident, he would have
regretted on spending his whole day in sad and

depressed mood.

4 what difference do you find between Robert

Frost and other nature poets?

Ans. All other nature poets are known for describing the

well-known beautiful things. They have described
the nightingale, the cuckoo, the snow-covered
mountains etc. But, Robert Frost has described 2
crow and a hemlock tree. In addition, poets make
selection from natural things, but Frost feels that
every object in nature is beautiful. Such a unique
thought makes him different from other poets.

[2 Marks Each]
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m "Dust of Snow’ revolves aroyn  thisies

The poet = o
of hope: healing and a positive attitude, Through
he poem> the poet highlights that one should
pever lose hope. The poet },‘3PP“Y and quickly
decides that some part of his day is saved because
of the dust ofsnow‘ that falls on him. He no longer
chinks that his day is wasted and instead has 2 hope
hat his day can be saved.

cther, the poem highlights the natures heal;
‘f:alif)'- He was depressed and sad because ocf;'d "8
something that had happened with him. Bur
nature made him happy and joyful. In addition,
the poem also revolves argund positive perspective.
Firstly, the poets perspective changes with a small
event. Because of his sad mood everything around
him might be seen by him through a negative
pcrspec(ivc, but it changes with the dust of snow.
Secondly, the poet suggests that we can think
cither positively or negatively about an event or
thing depending on our perspective. The images of
crow and hemlock tree are negative images but the
poet uses them positively to justify the theme of the

poem.
Nature has the power to lift our mood

even when we are highly despondent.
Comment on the basis of your
understanding of the poem 'Dust of Snow".
The poem ‘Dust of Snow’ by Robert Frostis a
poem which enlightens us on how small things of
nature can refresh us and cheer us for the rest of

the day.
Frost has beautifully depicted a crow and a
hemlock tree, which are associated with bad-omen
and fear. But they have been used by the poet Frost
to uplift his mood and make him feel positive.
Frost’s writing skill as a poet lies in the fact that he
is able to effectively convey to us how such a thing
from the top of tree
can have a refreshing effect on the mind ofma;l. )
So every aspect of nature be ita crow or 2 hemloc
tree can be a source of positivity and can be helpful

Long Answer (LA Type Qu

Ans,

Ans.

estions

" contains poison so the he 5
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these ob; i
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P::;Eﬂ tl:lcs to alter this mindset through this

poe I{s owing how a crow, sitting on a

ol ck tree (l')orh negative) shook dust of snow
m which instantly changed his mood.

[8 Marks each]

in hfqu a depressed mind. In other words,
cvcrx[hmg in the world is beautiful. Nature and its
creations have the power to uplift our mood even
.Wh.en we are in depressed state of mind. A small
incident of dust of snow falling, by the action ofa
crow (who is considered a bad omen) takes away
the sadness from the poet’s mind and refreshes him
for the rest of the day.

Small things in life make significant
changes in our life. Elaborate with reference
to the poem 'Dust of Snow'. CBSE 2014

It is truly said chat licde things in life can make
huge changes in our life. Even the small incidents
can have a huge impact in our lives. The poem
Dust of Snow’ beautifully states this fact. In the
poem, the poet’s mood is transformed because ofa
small event. While he was passing by the hemlock
tree, the dust of snow falls on him. Such an
insignificant event changes his sad and depressed

mood into a joyous one.
Just like the simple movement of the crow, the
simple things that we do for others can make all
the difference. Our random acts of kindness can
brighten a person’s day and sometimes change
their future. Just like the poet, who had wasted
some part of day in his sorrows, is enlightened by
the event, we can also make our as well as others

life happier. Noticing and appreciating the thin
cause us to have a spirit that

of less importance can
is willing to change and therefore succeed.

Comment on use of symbols in this poem.
What is the purpose to use those symbols?

In the poem ‘Dust of Snow’, the poet has
introdli:ed three symbols i.e. the hemlock tree, the
crow and the dust of snow. Hemlock is a tree that
he hemlock tree is 2 symbol o

e the
th bad omen.

death. Secon
dicates natural joy

ugliest bird an
Another symbo
and energy.
The poet uses two n¢j ative symbols to rc;;resenr b
the negative aspect 0 mind. The fallm%,o hsnowh y
the crow certain hls‘mood. erhaps the
poet is saying that ev thing tha;lwe
enerally associate with negativity can have a .

positive impact. So we can say that Frost's use 0
symbols is very profound an meaningful.

d is associated wi
1 dust of snow in

ly improves
at even some

(Section C)
3 f 5nOW :
st
%p 289

b

EXAM PRACTICE

AR S

e —



I
[

Self Assessment

Extract Based Question

Read the following extract carefully and choose the correct option.

1 The way a crow
Shook down on me
The dust of snow
From a hemlock tree

(a) Where and how do you find the poet in the beginning of the poem?
(b) Where is the crow at that time and what does it do to the tree?

Short Answer (sA) Type Questions
2 Did the snow change the speaker’s mood for better or for worse? Support your answer with examples from the
poem.
3 ~ How was the poets mood changed?

Long Answer (LA) Type Question

4 Do you think that judging other people with a prejudiced eye makes us impervious to any goodness in them?
Discuss in context of ‘crow and hemlock tree’ in this poem.

em ‘Fire And Ice’ by Robert Frost
dea that the world
ither of two ways, either

0 f
merlisses thei

g end in €
;’:ke or by fire.

mbolises the intensity of

e Ze;z:Zires, cruelty, greed etc. Ice

hUmbolises indifference in human
ionships, hatred for others efc. The

' 1 has the view that both fire and ice

e equally competent in bringing the

yoidfo @ complete end.

d lce

by Robert Frost

Explanation of the Poem
Stanza 1

Some say the world will end in fire
Some say in ice.

From what I've tasted of desire

T hold with those who favour fire.

Word Meanings

Hold - to take side, favour, Favour - incline towards

Explanation In these lines, the poet analyses the views of the people and states that there
can be two possible causes for the end of the world.

On one side there are people who believe that the world will end because of fire. Here,
fire represents the extreme desire, anger, greed efc present wither of human beings.

On Yh}é other side, there are people who favour ice. Here, ice represents the human
emol|ons of hatred, intolerence etc. The poet from his experience believes that the world
will end with fire. Thus, the poet remain with those people who favour fire.

Stanza 2
But if it had to perish twice,
I think I know enough of hate
To say that for destruction ice
Is also great
And would suffice.

Word Meanings
Perish - die or destroy, Suffice - be sufficient, Destruction - wiping out

Explanation In these lines, the poet thinks that if the world had fo end twice, ice would also
be able fo destroy it completely. For the poet ice (hatred) is»us powerful as flre |desire). In
human beings, hatred is long-lasting and it enters info 1_he|r heor}s. It remains th(ough
the life. Thus, poet thinks that ice or hatred will be sufficient to bring an end of this world.
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Poetic Devices Used in the Poem
Alliteration Repetinon of infial consonan! sounds in the some fne.
* Some 50y the world will end in fire

Some oy in ke

* 1 hold with those who favour fire
Paradox A true siotement but which seems unirue
« But it hod 1o perish twice
Symbdofism

 Fire-a symbol for desire * kce-a symbol for hate

NCERT FOLDER
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(Here we have covered questions given in the NCERT textbook along with their answers,)
—
Thinking about the Poemn (Page 15) Ans. ‘Fire’ stands for cruelty, greed, avarice, Jug,
conflict and fury. ’

1 There are many ideas about how the world will
‘end’. Do you think the world will end some day?
Have you ever thought what would happen if the
Sun gets so hot that it ‘bursts’ or grows colder and
colder?

Ans. There are definitely many ideas about how the world
will ‘end’. I do believe that the world will end some day
as anything that has a beginning will have an end. This
stands true for the world also.

If the Sun got so hot that it burst, the whole of the
Earth would be destroyed immediately. No part of the
Earth would be able to bear the heat of that intensity.
But even if the sun grew cold, everything will come to
an end as without sunlight, life will end. Too cold
would effect the life of all creatures on this planet. Thus,
bringing an end to it.

2 For Frost, what do ‘fire’ and ‘ice’ stand for? Here
are some ideas

greed avarice cruelty lust
f:onﬂict fury intolerance rigidity
insensitivity coldness indifference hatred

‘Ice’ stands for intolerance, rigidity, insengjy,:

coldness, indifference and hatred. Vity,

3 What is the rhyme scheme of the poem?
How does it help in bringing out the
contrasting ideas in the poem?

Ans. The thyme scheme of the poemis abaaby,
ch. .
This rhyme scheme helps in bringing out the
contrasting ideas of ‘fire’ and ‘ice’ presented iy
the poem. The poet mentions that both fire apg
ice can bring this world to an end. He talks
about how fire represents desire and can be the
reason to destruction.
Frost also mentions ice in between to symbolie
thar the coldness and indifference towards one
another will be enough to end the world.

he following extracts carefully anq

. hoo.
Read gome 52Y the world will end in fire sethie
1 2ome 52 in ice
o whatI've tasted of desire
f;,old with those who favour fire,
@ How will fire destroy for whole world?
®) What is the contradictory opinion of public?
(@ In these situations, the world can be destroyed
A”s' by ﬁl’E

) Heating up of earth to a very high level.

(ii) The poet relates fire with passions and -
desires.-

Extr

[2 Marks each]

correct option.

O] 'ghc contradictory opinion of public is the
'cbue whether the world will end in fire or ice.
But.lf it had to perish twice
I'think I know enough of hate
To say that for destruction ice
Is also great
And would suffice’
(a) What does ice stand for?
(b) What would be the cause of destruction?
CBSE 2015
Ans. (c) Ice stands for coldness and hatred.

(d) Ice or fire would be the cause of destruction.
World can be destroyed either by fire or ice.

(_Short Answer (sa1Type Questions )

{2 Marks each]

1 How has Frost brought out the contrasting
jdeas in the poem? °

The poet has contrasted fire with ice. Fire is
symbolic of man'’s desires, greed and lust. When a
man wants to go after his desires caring about
nothing else, world can be destroyed by this fire of
desires.

On the other hand ice is symbolic of man’s
indifference and hatred or insensitivity.

(5

An

These feelings also give rise to conflicts and stop us
from being kind to others.

92 Write down the two different views about the

end of the world.
CBSE 2012

Ans. There are two different views about the end of the
world. Some people believe that the world will end
with fire. Fire here represents one’s passions and
desires.

In contrast to fire, some people believe that ice can
also be a great cause for the end of the world. Ice
here represents hatred and insensitivity.

e

3 How does Robert Frost caution the common
man?

Ans. Robert Frost cautions the common man and says
that he should not forget the bitter reality that
everything in this wor%d is transitory and death is
inevitable (can nor be stopped). So man should
avoid being too desirous or too indifferent.

4 Why does the poet side with those who
favour fire?

Ans. The poet takes side with those who belicve that the
world will be destroyed by fire. Frost connects fire
with desire. According to the poet, desire is

owerful and can bring a quigc end. He states that
Exc has had personal experience with desire which
leads him to conclude that the world will end
because of fire.

5 Wite the message that of the poem ‘Fire and
Ice' gives. :

Ans. The message that the poet is trying to give is that
nothing in this world is eternal. The poet first

concludes that the world must end in fire because

of his personal experience with desire and passion
which are the emotions of fire.
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Burt at tl:n: same t'ime, ice or hatred can also bring total
destruction of this world. We should thus, not forget

this supreme reality and keep ourselves abové all selfish
marters.

6 Brefly vtrrite about the ideas about how the
world will end. CBSE 2016

Ans. The world will end as a direct resule of either fire or

ice. Some scientists believed that the world would be
mc.mcratcsi (destroyed) from its fiery core, while others
were sonvmccd that the coming ice age would destroy
all living things on the Earth’s surface.

Frqst introduces a more emotional side, associating
desire with fire and hatred with ice.

7 To say that for destruction ice is also great for
the Pc.’et, what does ‘ice’ stand for? How is it
sufficient to bring destruction? CBSE 2014

Ans. Ice symbolises hatred and indifference.

Wl:x’ilc d.csirc consumes, hatred can linger (stay) in
oné’s mind and hearr for a long time leads to fury and
cruelty. One becomes hard hearted and insensitive to

Ans.

Ans.

the feelings of others. This insensiter;
hatred, slowly and gradually leads to o, ang

i e
destruction of the world.

‘But if it had to Perish twice', H"me
world perish twice? the

According to the poet, the world woylq
definitely come to an end due to fire, B,
states that if the world could end twq tin:‘ he
then ice would also be a great cause. J¢e i
symbolic of hatred. The poet feels thy, thse )
enough hatred in the world that is Sufficy Te i
destroy the world. nt

Which age old question does the pog,
revolves around? CBsg 2
3

The poem revolves around the age old il
of whether the world will end in fire or " Stioy
This is similar to another age old quemonlcc_
whether it would be preferable to freeze m’ d
or burn to death. The poet determines thy, S
cither option would achieve its purpose

w5 _yuses for the end of the world

sufficiendly well.

(Long Answer (LA) Type Questions )

[8 Marks ]

1 Discuss how extreme behaviour can
hasten the end of the world with respect to ‘'Fire
and Ice'. ’ CBSE 2013

Ans. In the poem, ‘Fire and Ice’ the poet highlights that

extreme behaviours can lead to the end of the world.
The poet points out the two different views regarding
the end of the world and associates the extreme
behaviours to it.

The first view is fire which symbolises deep emotions
of desire, passion, etc. Desire according to the poet can
become so intense that it can make people lose their
calmness. Fire of desires if left uncontrolled can lead to
the destruction of humanity as well as the world.

The other view is ice which represents hatred,
differentiation and insensitivity. Hatred, rigidity and
icy reasoning give rise to contempt. It can end all
positive human emotions such as human warmth, love,
sympathy, kindness and consideration for others. This
type of behaviour will only bring death to this world.

2

Ans.

The poem ‘Fire and Ice', carries with it
very deep thematic ideas. Elaborate op
these darkest traits of humanity.

Frost presents the two of the darkest traits of
humanity i.e. the capacity to hate and the
capacity to be consumed by lust or desire. Of
the two, he attributes the greater of the two evils
is desire. In giving desire the first position in
regard to the destruction of the world, Frost is
providing a powerful statement on the subjectof
greed and jealousy, saying that above all else,
desire is the trait of humanity that is most likely
to lead to its demise. Desire represents the

greatest problem that attributes to the cause of
the war.

Frost then attributes hatred with the same
capacity to do harm. However, he lessens the
importance of hatred but still presents it as
having the ability to lead to the destruction of
the world if it were to happen for a second time.

dlce (section C)

oet presents two reasopg
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ese negative emotions will become s
512{ it will cross all the love and lead toods.:on
Jestruction of humanity.

Fw/\

295

4 How wi
OW will the world end? Support your

Ans.

an 9 . e
SWer with scientific explanation.CBSE 2014

?c:l;'d"‘g to the scientists, the two reasons for
e o:‘:;ugtmn of the world will be either fiery
the word ; ice age. So_m? scientists believed that
s B would be incinerared (destroyed) from
comi:\y f‘iOIc, while others were convinced that a
the caih‘c: sa“grcf :vc:uld destroy all living things on
In other words, either the dee hear or fire under
the earth beds will lead to nani;xa] calamities like
VOlt.‘-ano eruptions, earthquakes and tsunamis

Wh.lch will one day end the world, or the melting
of ice from the snowy mountains due to global
warming will shrink the world. As a result, one day
the entire world will die of the icy water.

Frost, thus, tries to warn people against the two
greatest problems being faced by humanity and the

consequences of human vices with an increased
effectiveness.

Seij Assessment

extract Based Question

Read the following extract carefully and choose
he correct option.

1 Butif it had to perish twice,
1 think I know enough of hate
To say that for destruction ice
Is also great
And would suffice.

(a) How will the world end if it happens
twice?
(b) What does ‘suffice’ mean?

Short Answer (SA) Type Questions

2 How would you describe the speaker’s
worldview? Is it pessimistic, realistic or just
indifferent?

3 Do you think the extremes of fire and ice
could exist in a person at the same time?

Long Answer (LA) Type Question

4 we've got a pretty good handle on what it
means to ‘taste’ desire, but what do you

think it means to ‘know enough of hate’? Are
there many kinds of hatred that can together

destroy the world. Justify your answer.

EXAM PRACTICE
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A/ T — /
- Y these lines, the poet is filled with i ) o
' anaﬂoﬂ |Iee|5 that o figer should be free in h?: :om forthe cageq His strength and power is of no use, behind 1:9_ S‘\:iri‘;rs
VP‘ tige" He hiding in the shadows and qui curet hobiton he cage. He is moving in his cage ignoring ! eNn’\
He should :;s near the water hole. Hen sh?lgll maving through who are confinuously visiting fo have @ look ot him-
: ng 9 i uld be waiting f
the 10 healthy deer to pass, in the hope of geting q hewy | Stanza 5
. fot | The poet w_onts to convey that the actual life of q fi erisi . .
medl- je and not in @ cage. ger is in He hears the last voice at night,
ol The patrolling cars,
———____—_—_________//—_—_\ onzd 3 i d And stares with his brilliant eyes
g He should be1sna: ng around houses At the brilliant stars.
Acthe jungle s edge,
f ‘ aring his white fangs, his claws, Word Meanings © ot |
- H ~ TerrOdSing the Vﬂlagd Patrolling - to go around an area at regular times 10 chec!
! A 'ger ' n e it is safe; Brilliant — very bright
i i i that even at night
) eanings Explanation In these lines, the poet says
' b I_eS"e N . word g Lowling or roaring; Baring - showing; Fangs - two long the tiger is disturbed. He hears the last ‘sound D;h; -
. y 0rr|3 garlind —hg" the front of the mouths of some animals; Claws - Paw; pafralling cars of the zoo officials. The iget star s
st frightening or threatening ! brilliant stars shining brightly in the sky with his bri
eyes which hopes for freedom.

ﬁ:lT Terrorising =

ion Inthese lines, the pqet explains what a tiger in his
gpldnn‘g‘urd habitat should be doing.
ording fo him, a free figer should be roaring around the

Poetic Devices Used in the Poem
Repetition Repetition of words/phrases in the same line.

Acc e figer
houses located at the jungle’s edge. He should be showing his .
I'd f . f Th Poem shorp white teeth and his claws 1o terrorise the villagers. « velvet quiet, quiet rage
e P e - . £ Oe « brilliant eyes, brilliant stars
Explo nonon cianza 4 Alliteration Repetition of initial consonant sounds in the same |
i i line. v
But he’s locked in a concrete cell, b o \. i‘ :

+ Buthe's locked in a concrete cell

! the Poem
In this poem ‘A Tiger in the Zoo', the Stanza 1
) B voer o compostand He stalks in his vivid stripes His strength behind bars,
) compares the lfe of a caged tiger with The few steps of his cage, Stalking the length of his cage, personification Atributing human qualiies to non-human |
Ignoring visitors. things. )
« Tigeris referred as ‘e’
hout using like’ and

a figer living in his natural habitat i.e. a
jungle. Through the poem, the poet
tries fo convey that wild animals

should be allowed fo live freely in their
natural habitat. Freedom is loved by all
living beings not just human beings.

On pads of velvet quiet,
In his quiet rage.

Word Meanings
Stalks - stride, to move quietly and slowly i
the soft part under the foot of the tiger; Rage - anger

Explanation In these lines, the poet is describing a tiger in a cage.
The tiger with bright and clear stripes moves inside the cage. The cage is very small so the
tiger can hardly fake a few steps along its length. His pads are soft like velvet so no one
can hear the sound of his footsteps. Inspite of being the most powerful creature, he is
imprisoned inside a cage. This situation has.made the tiger angry. But he is keeping

quiet as he knows that he is helpless in the situation.

n a threatening way; Vivid - bright and clear; Pads -

Stanza 2
He should be lurking in shadow,
Sliding through long grass
Near the water hole
Where plump deer pass.

Word Meanings
Lurking - hiding; Sliding - moving, walking with ease; Plump - fat

Word Meanings
stone; Statking - moving slowly and quietly in a threatening way
lanation In thes

tiger in the cag
jungle, this fige

e. The poet explains that unlike the tiger in the
r is not free. He is locked in the concrete cell

Concrete cell - a very small and unpleasant cage made of cement and

¢ lines, the poet's focus returns back to the angry

Metaphor Comparison of two ideas wit

as!
« Pads of velvet

Rhyme '
The rhyme scheme for first, second and fifth stanza is abcb and
for third and fourth stanza is abed.
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NCERT FOLDER

(Here we have covered questions given in the NCERT textbook along with their answers.)

Thinking about the Poem (Page 30)
1 Read the poem again and work in pairs or
groups to do the following tasks.
(i) Find the words that describe the movements and

actions of the tiger in the cage and in the wild.
Arrange them in two columns.

(i) Find the words that describe the two places and
arrange them in two columns.

Now try to share ideas about how the poet

uses words and images to contrast the two

situations.
Ans. (1) In the Cage In the Wild

« Sulks «+ Lurking in shadow

« Few steps of his cage « Sliding through long
Quiet rage grass

- Locked in concrete cell |+ Snarling around

- Sulking the length of houses
his cage ignoring « Baring his white fangs
visitors his claws

« Hc hears the last voice |+ Terrorising the

« Stares at the brilliant villagers
stars

(ii) Cage Wild

« Few steps of his cage | * Shadow

« Locked » Long grass

« Concrete cell « Water hole

« Behind bars « Plump deer

« Visitors « Houses at jungle’s edge

« Parrolling cars « Village

2 Notice the use of a word repeated in lines such
as these

(i) On pads of velvet quiet, In his quiet rage.

(i) And stares with his brilliant eyes At the brilliant
stars.

What do you think is the effect of this repetition?

This repetition is a poetic device used by the poet in
order to increase the intensity of the tiger’s rage and
his helpless silence. ‘Velvet quiet’ refers to the quiet
velvet pads of the tiger, which cannot run. They can
only walk around the limited space in the cage. The
use of ‘quiet rage’ symbolises the anger and ferocity
that is building up inside the tiger as it wants
freedom, but the rage is quiet because he is locked
in the cage and is helpless.

The repetition of ‘quiet” has, thus, brought immense
" beauty to the poem. Similarly, the use of ‘brilliant’
for the tiger's eyes as well as the stars also brings out
the magnificence of these lincs. The tiger stares at the
brilliant stars with his brilliant eyes dreaming about
how beautiful his life could have been in the forest.

Ans.

—_—

The repetition thus, gives a wonderful effect 1o the
poem.

3 Read the following two poems one about a tige
and the other abouta panther. Then discuss: r
Are zoOs necessary for the protection or
conservation of some species of animals?

Are they useful for educating the public?

Are there alternatives to zoos?

The Tiger

The tiger behind the bars of his cage growls,

The tiger behind the bars of his cage snarls,
. The tiger behind the bars of his cage roars,

Then he thinks.

It would be nice not to be behind bars all

The time

Because they spoil my view

| wish | were wild, not on show.

But if | were wild, hunters might shoot me,

But if | were wild, food might poison me,

But if | were wild, water might drown me.

Then he stops thinking

And...

The tiger behind the bars of his cage growls,
The tiger behind the bars of his cage snarls,
The tiger behind the bars of his cage roars.

Peter Ni
The Panther iblett

His vision, from the constantly passing bars,

has grown so weary that it cannot hold

anything else. It seems to him there are

a thousand bars and behind the bars, no world.

As he paces in cramped circles, over and over,

the movement of his powerful soft strides

is like a ritual dance around a centre

in which a mighty will stands paralysed.

Only at times, the curtain of the pupils

lifts, quietly. An image enters in,

rushes down through the tensed, arrested muscles,

plunges into the heart and is gone. Rainer Maria Rilke
Ans. Several species of wildlife are on the verge of

extinction. There is a need to protect and conserve

these species which include tigers, lions, etc. Many

animals are hunted and poached while they ate in the

forest. Zoos are artificial habitats that can also develop

into good scientific research centres. However, zoos

are not the perfect substitute for forests since animals

are confined in small cages. As a result their freedom

to move around iS l'CS(KiCted-

Yes, there are human alternative to zoos which are

wild life sanctuaries, national parks or bio-reserves

where animals live in an open but protected

enviroriment. They are able to roam around freely yet

they are protected here from hunters and poachers.

f 1 He stalks in his vivid stripes,

ithe [ouowing extracts carefully gnq .
ed W

The few steps of his cage,
on pads of velvet quiet,
In his quiet rage.
@ What are the two qualities of tp,
under reference?
() Why is h: in q\:et rage? CBSE 2014
e tiger has vivid stripes i
. (@ E{vet %ads. He looks Enaj:s‘:it:u:sb}?: i’:;:’d s“lft
and quietly in his cage. s slowly
(®) He is in quiet rage as he is locked and his

freedom has been curtailed. He f
he feels agitated. e feels helpless so

€ anima)

9 He should be lurking in shadow,
gliding through long grass,
Near the water hole,
Where plump deer pass.
(@) What should the tiger be doing if he were in
the jungle?
(b) Why does the poet suddenly shift the focus of
the poem to the wild?
ans. @ The tiger would be lurking the shadows of trees.
He would be either sliding through the tall grass
or sitting by some water hole.
(b) The poet suddenly shifts his attention to the wild
to show the contrast between the present state of
the tiger and the narural place of its existence.

3 He should be snarling around houses
At the jungle’s edge,
Baring his white fangs, his claws,
Terrorising the village!

Extract Baseqd Questions

[2 Marks each]

er the questions that follow

(@) What does the
et t
these lines? Ppoet try to suggest through

(®) How does the tiger scare the people?

CBSE 2015
Ans. (a) The poet is uying to suggest that the tger
Sh"“@ be allowed to live in his natural habitat.
(&) The tiger scares the people by growling at them
and showing his tecth and daws.
4 Byt he's locked in a concrete cell,
His strength behind bars,
Stalking the length of his cage,
Ignoring visitors.
(@) Why does the tiger ignore the visitors?
(b) What is the tiger doing in the cage?

Ans. (a) The tiger ignores the visitors because he
considers them devoid of feelings as none of
them tries to help him our of the prison.

(b) The tiger is moving slowly and quietly along the
lengthgof the cage.g i quiety ®
5 He hears the last voice at night,
The patrolling cars,
And stares with his brilliant eyes
At the brilliant stars.
(a) What do you mean by ‘patrolling'?
(b) What is the effect of the repeated use of the
word 'brilliant'?
Ans. (a) ‘Patrolling’ means to go around an area at
regular times to check thatitis safe.
(b) The repeated use of brilliant shows the contrast.
The brilliant stars are free while the brilliant
eyes of the tiger are inside the cage.

C Short Answer (SA Type GuesﬁoE)

[2 Marks each}

\ Describe the tiger in the cage.

Ans. A tiger in the cage is imprisoned. He is not free. In

the cage, the tiger can hardly move and his -

strengrh is useless. His situation makes him angry

but he remains quiet as he is helpless in the
situation.

2 Leslie Norris has described some of the
activities of a tiger behind the bars of its
cage. Write them. N
Some of the activities of the tiger behind the bars

Ane. of its cage include stalking along the length of the
cage, ignoring visitors, hearing ‘?am?llmg cars and
staring at the brilliant stars shining in the sky.
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3 Why does the tger express his rage quietly?
Ans. The tiger exprosses his rage quicsly bocause be can do
nothing from bebund the hars of his cage. Heis
helpless 2 he cannot use his strength to get out of the

age. He b no longer free 2 he was in the jungle.

4 Describe the tiger in the wald.

Ans. The uger in the wild is majotic. He freely lies under
the shade and hunts for prey. He moves near the
water hole hecause foad is in plenty there. Sometimes

«  be abso growds and terrorises (scares) the villagers.

S Where should the tiger have been according to
the poet? CBSE 2014

Ans. The poct thinks thar the tiger should have been in the
jungle. hiding in the shadow, quictly moving in the
long grass near the water hole to prey on the deer. He
should also be on the outskirts of the jungle growling
around houses and terrifying the villagers.

6 How does a tiger create terror for the villagers?

or How does the tiger make his presence felt in
the village? CBSE 2015

Ans. The tiger creates terror for the villagers by roaring
around their houses as they are situated near the
jungle. He frightens them by showing his white
tecths and claws.

7 What does the tiger do in his cage?

Ans. The tiger is locked in a concrete cell where he can
hardly take 2 few steps along the length of the cage. He
docsn’t take any notice of the visitors who come there.
With his brilliant cyes, he keeps staring at the brilliant

stars in the sky.
8 Why should the tiger snarl around houses at
the edge of the forest? CBSE 2012

Ans. The tiger should snarl around houses ar the edge of the
Jorest for the following reasons

. Firstly, the villagers will not disturb the
the forest. M"l

. Secondly, villagers will not kil the animy
money or just for fun. .

9 What is the tiger doing? Why is he jg,
the visitors? Ting
The tiger is slowly_and quietly moving 3|ong N
length of the cage in a threatening manne,
He is ignoring the visitt?rs because he —
them devoid of any fcclfngs.‘ None of thep, vy
of releasing him from his prison. Thus, he o nk
taking any notice of them. Ps

10 Why do you think the tiger looks at th,
stars?
Ans. The tiger stares with hope at the brilliang
shining in the sky as he feels very helpless i, the
cage. He hopes for the day when he would b, W
to run free in the wild. The brilliant stars, tha,
provide him with some sort of comfort, »

Ans.

11 What does the poet convey through the
poem?

Ans. The poet through the poem, tries to convey
miserable life led by the animals in the z00. 1,
compares the life of the tiger in the zoo with its
life in its natural habitat. The animals have the
right to freedom and should not be caged. They
should be allowed to run free in the wild.

12 What type of rhetorical devices are used by
the poet in this poem?

In this poem, the poet has used many rhetorical
devices like personification, metaphor, alliteration
and repetition. The poet personifies the tiger by
calling it ‘he’. The poet uses the device of
metaphor in the 3rd line of the Ist stanza when he
compares the pads of the tiger’s feet with velver.

Ans.

-
Y
"

! pvery living being. Comment,

" stinet

inthe Z0oo (Section )

ve for freedom is the natyr,) instiney of

CBS|

i crue that love for freedom is the Natura) S
138 " ¢ every living being in this Universe

om is liked b‘y cv:ry‘living being, No o.nc

to live as a slave or in captiviry, iger i

w:;:sotrn. has been keptin a ggc.rl}:{ch}:l: i
ot g d yearns for‘fre‘edom. He could neither
oo walk freely while in the cage

He ignorts Nk kno.‘vs that none of them
il help him 0 be a free being. How could he be
happy living 1" the cramped space where there is
no space [0 MOve: N0 OPEN area, no prey 1o stalk
and kill as 1s nvallable. in the natural habicar, His
wistful stare at the shining stars in the Sy refleces
his desire t0 be free.

We, as human beings should allow freedom to al|
other creatures as everyone yearns for freedom.

21sn right 1o confine wild animals into cages?

Ans,

Why or why not?

Itis noe Fight 1o coafine wild animals into cages.

Wild animals aze meant to live in the wild. Tiey

3r€ ROt meant to be caged and displayed in the

2005 We all know that the majestic specics of tiger

130 the verge of cxtinction. There used to be a

time when they used 1o roam proudly and freely in

the jungle. They arc not meant to live a life in

confinement. They also have the right to freedom
like all other living beings.

Confinement leads to depression and misery.
Moreover, their offsprings lose the hunting capabilitics
as they are not trained to hunt in the wild. As a
result, they would not be able to feed themselves.
Furthermore, confining wild animals disturbs the
whole ecological balance. We should, thus, let the
animals run free in the wild. They belong to the
forest and not to the cage.
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Self Assessment

Extract Based Question

tion.
Read the following extract carefully and choose the correct op

1 But he's locked in a concrete cell,
His strength behind bars.

Stalking the length of his cage,
Ignoring visitors.

(a) Where is the tiger locked?
(b) Why is the tiger feeling helpless?

Short Answer (sa) Type Questions

2 What should the tiger be doing if he were at the jungle’s edge?
3 Why does the tiger express his rage quietly?

Long Answer (14 Type Question

4  Animals also understand the lan
wildlife, they are being put in th
reference to ‘A Tiger in the Zoo'.

i in the nam
uage of love and love their freedopl. Butin t ! vin
eg zo%s, which deprives them of their natural habitat. Commen Wi
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Central Idea of
the Poem

The poe! John Berryman in this poem
describes the grief of a boy over the
loss of his ball. With that loss he senses
his first responsibility in o materialistic
world. The poet suggests that the
people whom we love and our material
possessions will not be with us forever.
One has to understand the nature of
loss and learn 1o cope up with the loss.
The child has fo learn that loss is a part
of everyday life and still life goes on.

B il

G(‘)mg |

The Ball Poem

by John Berrymg,

Explanation of the Poem

Stanza 1
What is the boy now, who has lost his ball,
What, what is he to do? I saw it go
Merrily bouncing, down the street, and then

Merrily over - there it is in the water!
No use to say ‘O there are other balls™:

Word Meanings
Merrily - happily; ‘O there are other balls’ - the words suggest that the loss is not important

enough to worry about

Explanation The poem starts with poet looking at the boy who has lost his ball. The poet
wants 1o know about him and his reaction after losing his ball. The poet himself saw the
ball bouncing happily down the street and then falling into the water. The poet says that
there is no use 1o lell the boy that there are ofher balls. Because, he would get many
other balls, but he would never be able to get the lost ball and the memories associated

with it.

Stanza 2
An ultimate shaking grief fixes the boy
As he stands rigid, trembling, staring down
All his young days into the harbour where
His ball went. I would not intrude on him;
A dime, another ball, is worthless.

Word Meanings

Ultimate - final; Shaking grief - sadness which greatly affects the boy; Rigid - Stiff, like a
statue; Trembling - shivering; Harbour - a place where ships load and unload goods; Intrude o7
- (here) to enter a situation where one is not welcome; A dime - a ten cent coin (U.S)

jpoem (Section C)
0

an

" | these lines, the poet descyi
qatio” g his ball. cribes the con

rlos"‘
ofe’ " eels very sad by the loss of his ball

the DO‘{J, one place, shivering and staring dw‘:ﬁ i; standing fike o

stol the memories of his the ball wh;
ses young days, which
eeps slanding in the dlredlonuv‘{/het‘: :\slsﬁltlslil with
1S going.

ond - that he would
1 says iha ould not Interfere j
The PO h thi i n the boys th
that througn 1nis experience, 1 0Ughts as
e feeisg of loss. he boy will learn the

says that it is not worth to tel| ih,

dition of the boy

egnin

oet
e P bought for only a dime (ten centg|

: @ boy that another ball
f;zched 1o his lost ball which was with h

. Because, he w
. he was ve
m from his very childhood.

......... Now

He senses first responsibility

In2 world of possessions. People will take
Ba_us’ ba]lS will be lost a.lwaysY little bOy

And no one buys a ball back. MOney is external,

Meanings )
e something that is owned or possessed; External — superficial

yiord

yossts_’i""

exinsic

jon In these lines, the poet says that the boy is learning hi

b‘le:ghsponsibilny of taking care of his things and hzw to beorgtf:?lgg
of something in a world of possessions. The poet make a broad
statement that people will take balls and these balls will be lost.
In other words, the boy will keep losing things and would buy
another one to replace the lost thing. But he would never be able
1o buy back that lost thing and the memories associated with it.
Money is external as it can not buy memories nor can if replace
the lost things.

Stanza 4

He is leaming, well behind his desperate €Y€$
This epistemology of loss, how to stand up

Knowing what every man must one day know
And most know many days, how to stand up-

Word Meanings
Desperate - hopeless; Epistemology of loss - und.ﬂs‘ﬂ“d“"g
the nature of loss or what it means to lose something

Explanation In these lines, the poet suggests tha! from the
foss of the bal, the boy is learning the meaning of 10SS-
He is also leaming how to stand up from the loss. The
poet says that knowing that every man has 1o stand UP
after such losses, the boy too will leam how 10 stand
up and leave the losses behind. He would have
understood the frue meaning and nature of loss.

Poetic Devices Used in the Poem
{?epetition Repetition of words/phrases in the same
ine
* What, what
‘s Balls, balls
Alliteration Repetition of inifial consonant sounds in the
same line
¢ What, what
* Balls, balls
* buys a ball back
Metaphor Comparison befween two different obj
without the use of comparison words. .
The lost ball here is @ metaphor of the boy's chlldhood.
With the loss of the ball, the childhood of the boy is also

lost.

ects
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(Here we have covered questions given in the NCERT
Thinking about the Poem (Page 47) 3 What does ‘in the world of possessiong'
In pairs, attempt the following questions mean? 1
Ans. The phrase ‘in the world of possessions’

! Wh! does the Poet say, "I would not intrude on we are living in a world where every body i thy
him®? Why doesn't he offer him money to buy worried about material possessions. Today's -
another ball? CBSE 2020 encourages materialism and a sense of Pqusiodd

Ans. The poet says, “I would not intrude on him” because Every one is in the race of possessing more an;n.
he does not want-to interfere in the natural process of more. So, if the boy ha.f 0 BTOW U in this Worlq
learning. He wants the boy to learn the meaning of he must learn that loss is also an integral payy o
loss on his own. 4 life. He must learn to bear any loss and contro]
t:;dso doesn’t offer him money to buy another ball gRRans
lmuscdmd]’x;t;::zi_d be woszga_:ess. He wants the boy to 4 Do you think the boy has lost anything earlien

res i )
are a part of life. PesRSi e et losss poke thec‘:\lor?hs F:at :uggest the answer, .
. X ' Ans. No, it seems that the boy had not lost 7
2 °.... staring down earlier. anything

All his young days into the harbour where Hig The words that suggest so are ‘He senses firs

ballwent...." responsibility in a world of possessions’,

t?n(: g’_?lllsts!,r)kkth: boy has had the ball for a long 5 What does the poet say the boy is learning

! inked to the memories of days when from the loss of the ball? Try to explain this

he played with it? your own words. .

Ans. Yes, the boy has had the ball for a long time. It is Ans. The poet says that the boy is learnihg to bear the

{:’lﬁ;_to the memories of days when the boy played
When it bounced into the water, all his memories of
the days of childhood flashed in front of him. This
led to a realisation thar those moments would not
come bar..k, just like the ball. He can buy new balls
anc! can similarly create new moments, but those
which are gone would not return.

loss of the ball. He is experiencing grief and
learning to grow up in this world of possessions
He learns that there are so many things in life tl:m
are lost and cannot be brought back. He is sensin
his first responsibility as he has lost the ball. The
boy will learn how to stand up and leave the losses
behind as he would have understood the true
meaning and nature of loss.

ed!
-

B e following extracts carefully qnq choose th
e
{is the t?oy now, who has lost hjg b. ®
al, what is l.1e to do? I saw it go ol
errily bouncing, down the street,
Mer rily over - there it is in the wate?lnd e
No use to say - 'O there are other ba)g'.

Why does the poet say 'No use t .
e there are other balls'? 0say-'Q

(b) Where did the ball go?

The poet says so as the loss of the ball ;
Ans- (a ajor consequence to the boy. e ball is of
®) The ball went into the water.

An ultimate shaking grief fixes the boy

As he stands rigid, trembling, staring down

All his young days into the harbour where

His ball went. I would not intrude on him

A dime, another ball, is worthless. '

(a) How has the loss affected the boy?
(b) Why was ‘he’ trembling, staring down?

a) The boy is very much troubled at the loss of his
ball. He stands still, trembling and staring at his
ball.

(b) He was trembling, staring down as he had lost

his ball. He was very sad and unhappy.

Ans. (

{2 Marks each)

frect option.

{-le senses first responsibility
;aa world of possessions. People will take
lls, balls will be lost always, little boy.
And no one buys a ball back. Money is
external.
(a) What does the word ‘balls’ signify?
(b) What does “In a world of possessions mean?”
Ans. (a) ‘Balls' signifies ‘the boy's innocence and happy
young days.
(b) It means thar everybody loves to possess things or
materials in their names.

4 Heis learning, well behind his desperate
eyes, The epistemology of loss, how to stand
up Knowing what every man must one day
know And most know many days, how to
stand up.

(a) Why are boy’s eyes desperate?
(b) What every man needs to know one day?
Ans. (a) Boy’s eyes look desperate as he is sad to see his
ball gone forever.
(b) Every man needs to know one day that loss may
occur to him and he would have to bear it up.

('Short Answer (sA)Type Guestions )

[2 Marks each]

1 What does John Berryman want to convey
through this poem? CBSE 2011
Or Write the sum and substance of the poem
"The Ball Poem".
Ans. The poet, John Berryman through the poem wants
to convey the importance of loss and  responsibility
in life. We all should learn our responsibility and
how to cope up with the loss. The poet also wants
us to learn that things will ger lost from time to
time and money simply cannot replace them all.

2 How does the boy feel at the loss of his ball?

Ans. The boy is very much troubled at the loss of his
ball. He experiences grief at the loss of his much

CBSE 2016

loved possession. Like a statue, he keeps staring at
the ball with his desperate eyes. He finds it difficule
to cope up with the loss.

3 Does the lost ball stand for the metaphor of
the boy's lost childhood? How?

Ans. Yes, the lost ball stands as a metaphor of the boy's
Jost childhood. The boy has lost his ball and is
saddened by the loss as it will never be found again.
This loss will lead to the loss of childhood as the boy
learns to take responsibility. The boy now

understands that loss is a part of life and one must
move on from it. This realisation makes the boy
grow up and lose the childhood days that he

cherished till now.
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lish Language and Literatyre C’QSs]
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314 Alljnone En9
M \
i e poet not console th
4 “Money is external”. What does the poet 8 1V_\:]hY ‘::(ti::i ni( console the boy fo,e :VOY? se‘f A s
i g 4 0
mean by this expression? CBSE 2014 Ans. One lzhe boy was too 'shock:d and grief sti;i%'h. sessment
Jisten to any consolation. The poet also an::l‘o Quesii
to o Bosed stion

Ans. The poct says that ‘Money is external’ to make the
boy understand about his responsibility and that make him understand that any loss is pay. o
the loss is immaterial. life and money can not buy the lost thing, oy
By the phrase, the poet means chat every loss can not Moreover, the poet also observed that the bo
be replaced by money. Money cannot buy the trying to somehow stand up or bear the Jo, Y W

own which is much more effective. onk;, | ) whe

. tract careful}
following ex Yol
a e hoose the correct option.
t is the boy now, who has log his baj)

Gt what is he to do? I saw j; g0 '
Me;rﬂY bouncing, down the street, and thep

za:}xloﬁc associated with a thing and cannot replace
¢ things that we love, foi ’ ball. . {
-gs ove, for example the boy’s lost 7 Why was the boy upset on losing his bay, |
5A ball is an easily available, inexpensive CBsg, | ily over - there it is in th,
thing. Then why is the boy so sad to lose it. Ans. The boy was upset on losing his ball becays, ; 0l E Merrily © 0 ther in the waten
" his valued possession. It was a much loved it No use to say € are other balls":
(@) what happened to the ball?

Ans. Yes, a ball is an inexpensive thing and easily .
possession which he had since his childhooq .
- Tehy (b) What do you mean by ‘bouncing”

available bur the specific ball that the boy has lost is
very valuable ro him. - been with him for a long time and was linkey o
His memories of younger days are associated with memories of the days when he played witf; j; the
the ball. He had been playing with this ball for a Now, the ball was lost forever for him. He nswer (SA) Type Question
long time. No other ball could take its place. So, he buy a new ball but the memories with the lo::llbi“ Shon A . S
is lost forever. 2 What is the central idea of the poem “The Ball Poem
3 what does ‘in the world of possessions’ mean? Why is money ‘external’?

is sad to lose it.

( Long Answer (LA) Type Question [8 Marks «g)| Lond Answer (LA) Type Question
1 Why is it important for everyone to experience must learn to cope up with the loss with Patience ThebPOC:“ teaches us 1o lean 1o accept and let go and not dling onto something that We can never have
laborate.
loss and to stand up after it? CBSE 2014 and courage. .
2 Why does the poet not offer money to the boy

to buy another ball?

=
[
' } ; Ans. Itis important for everyone to experience loss and
‘ to stand up after it in order to be strong and to get
on with life. One needs to stay strong no matter Ans. When a person is trying to come over his grief o
his own, he is busy making himself understand

how much it hurts inside. Staying strong is the only

way to survive. Moreover, one needs to learn to certain things. In such a situation, if someone

accept and let go and nor cling to something that intrudes or disturbs, the chain of thoughts is

they can never have. One should understand that broken which irritates the person. Moreover,
self-consolation, realisation and understandingis

/ the past is gone and it will never come back.
' Experiencing loss sometimes helps us to grow up more effective and lasting than when it is done by
/ ;ggng;:ﬁgigieﬁ helps us in breaking all he an external agency or a person.
' These f: n in the poem, “The Ball
The poem teaches us a philosophy of life through the poe‘:lc’. ?ﬁ“{;;;l;;’;’,e[he poetitates that neither
/ loss of ball i.e. “Loss is a universal truth in our life.” will he interfere in the boys sorrowful mood nor
We have to lose something at one point of time. will he offer him any money. He believes that
Through the loss of ball, the boy learns real knowledge the boy will learn the harsh reality of loss on his
w of the world. own. The boy will learn to cope up with loss and
(&) If he is able to bear the loss, he will be able to face move on by his own understanding. Further, l}z
': the difficulties of life courageously. The boy must believes that the offer to buy another ball wou
o know how to stand up after a loss. be useless because he may get a new ball but hfc
D~ g It is very essential for every human being to be able would not be able to get back the memories (}’,
o to move on or stand up after being knocked down. his childhood that were attached tof“}; I\LO o et
a Here, the ball signifies losing something valuable bﬁ!{dcﬁn take place of the old ball (;ft ¢ Doy Sm
that can not be bought or replaced. The poet wants ::h; boozg'li? t:l,fol:: ﬁet ggﬁs 0E.fiEr Mency
2 us to understand that loss is inevitable and everyone y y er batk '
w




Amanda

Central Idea of the
Poem

Amanda is a poem about child
psychology. The poem tells us about a
litle girl, Amanda. Amanda is
constantly and continuously being
scolded and instructed most probably
by her mother. But, Amanda is lost in
her own world. She is not paying
attention to what her mother is saying.
The poem then points that parents
must give some freedom fo growing
children. Constant scolding may
adversely affect o child's development.

by Robin Klein

Meaning of the Poem
Stanza 1
Don’t bite your nails, Amanda!

Don’t hunch your shoulders, Amanda!

Stop that slouching and sit up straight,
Amanda!

Word Meanings

l'!ut_‘lch - raise shoulders and bend the upper portion of body in forward position; Slouching -
sitting in a lazy, drooping way

Explanation In these lines, Amanda, a litlle girl is being scolded and instructed by her mother
for her actions.

Amanda is advised fo stop biting her nails, which is a bad habit. Amanda is also fold 1o
sit up straight without bending her shoulders because her mother wanis her to sit in the
right posture.

The last word "‘Amanda!” is used with an exclamation mark, which shows the irritation
and frustration of Amanda’s mother.

Stanza 2

(There is a languid, emerald sea,
where the sole inhabitant is me—
a mermaid, drifting blissfully.)

Word Meanings

Languid - reluctant to exert itself; Mermaid - an imaginary sea creature having a woman’s head
and body with a fish’s tail instead of legs; Drifting - a slow and steady movement

ction C)
nda (se
pm0

n Amanda is 10st in her wor|q - )
VPW:\er mother is instructing her. jn held‘::rll';‘ogmqion while
is a mermaid Who lives along i he l;s Magines thqy
Sshe imagines that as a Mermaid she yq ;3 ul
aves of the sed. She believes thqy as
would be peaceful and relaxing.

203

sian Did you finish your homework, Amandg
Did you tidy your room, Amand,» '
1 thought 1 told you to clean your shoes
Amanda! ’

eanings
ord M ly and in ord
range neatly and in order
dy - ?

nation In these lines, Amanda is being inquired about her
work.

Amanda’s mother is asking about whether she has fini

her homework and whether she has cleanied her rm)nl1S fed
Amanda is also reminded that she was told 1o clean her
shoes. :

sianza 4

(Iam an orphan, roaming the street.
1 pattern soft dust with my hushed, bare feet.
The silence is golden, the freedom is sweet.)

\Word Meanings

Qrphan - a child whose parents are dead; Roaming - to move about
aimlessty, especially over a wide area; Hushed - very quiet and still

Explanuﬁon Again, Amanda is not paying any attention fo her
mother. Amanda is in her world of imagination. She
imagines that she is an orphan child who is freely roaming
around on the street. She has no shoes on her feet and is
making patterns on the soft dust with her quiet and bare
feet. She is loving the silence and freedom to do anything in
her world of imagination.

Stanza 5
Don’t eat that chocolate, Amandal
Remember your acne, Amandal .
Will you please look at me whenI'm speal.(mg to
you, Amanda!

37

Word Meanings
€ - ¢o :
face | MON sKin disease characterised by pimples, especialty on

E"P‘Ofm‘on In these lines, Amanda is instructed by her mother
b 0t fo eat chocolates. She is reminded that eating
" ocolates had previously coused her acne [pimples).
Owever, as Amanda s lost In her own thoughts, she is not
Paying attention to her mother. So, her mother strictly asks
her 1o listen 1o what is being told 1o her.

Stanza 6

q am Rapunzel, 1 have not a care;
life in a tower is tranquil and rare;
Tl certainly never let down my bright hair!)

Word Meanings

Rapunzel - Rapunzel is the name of a girl in a German fairy tale
Who was made to live alone in a high tower and had very long,
beautiful golden hair. She was held captive by a witch who used to
come up to the tower by climbing her long hair; Tranquil-free from
any trouble or anxiety, to be in a peaceful state of mind.

Explanation amanda is stil in her world of imagination. Now,
she dreams of herself as Ropunzel icharacter of a German
fairy tale) who lived alone in a fower. As Rapunzel, she will
not have to worry about anything and her life would be calm
and peaceful in the tower. She emphasises that unlike !
Rapunzel, she would never let her hair down and permit
anyone 1o come to her in the tower.

Stanza7
" Stop that sulking at once, Amanda!
You're always so moody, Amanda!

Anyone would think that 1 nagged at
you, Amanda!

Word Meanings

4 ing; d - to imitate
Sulking - to be upset about soms!hmg. Nagg'e 0 )
snmeo?\e by complaining about his or her habits again and again

i i i cting on her
Explanation In these lines, Amanda is not rea
& mother's instructions. |t seems that she is annoyed due to
constant instructions. o
' i J being upset an
manda’s mother is asking her to stop S .
l:noody. She said that her {Amandal upset behaviour will
show anyone that she is disturbed due to her mother's
constant instructions.
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Poetic Devices Used in the Poem

Allitera ;i Az
s Iirlri:n Repetition of initiq| consonant sounds in the

* Stop that slouching and it Up straight
* Stop that sulking at once, Amanda!
af:llus:;lm A referepce fo a statement, person, place, eftc
om sion.'y, religion, literatyre or any other field
® Mermaid - To be free, (Taken from fairy tales)

* Rapunzel - Who lived alone i
on a tower for a long time.
(Port of @ German fairy tale) o

NCERT FOLDER

(Here we have covered questions given in the NCERT textbook along with their answers. )

Metaphor A device wljlch compares twg gt;
qualities which are unlike hings or

« Longuid, emerald sea - languid and emerq|, #
are assigned to the sea. d type gy lg

o Silence is golden * Freedom Is Sweet
Repetition Repeating of a word or phrase for ¢

e Use of the word ‘Amanda’
Brackets Generally used to indicate
are not spoken out loud

e Stanza 2, 4 and 6 are the inner thoughts of Aman da

MPhagig

the thuugh}s they

Thinking about the Poem (Page 42)

1 How old do you think A i
manda is? H

know this? ' SRR
Ans. A:‘nanda is a lictle, middle aged (8-12 years) school

going girl .

‘We know this because of the reference of a mermaid

a.nd Rapunzel. Also, the instructions given to her, for

doing homewtfrk, nail biting, correcting posture, etc

are generally given to children of such an age group.

2 Who do you think is speaking to her?
Ans. Any one of Amanda’s elder’s or parents is speaking
to her. From the instructions given to Amanda, one

can say that it is most probably Amanda’s mother or
governess.

3 Why are'stanzas 2, 4 and 6 given in parenthesis?

Ans. Stanza 2, 4 and 6 are given in parenthesis because
they reflect the inner thoughts of Amanda. Amanda
is lost in her dream world and is not listening to
what her mother is asking/telling her.

4 Who is the speaker in stanzas 2, 4 and 67 Do
you think this speaker is listening to the
speaker in stanzas 1, 3, 5and 7?

The speaker in stanza 2, 4 and 6 is the child, Amanda.
No, Amanda is not listening to the speaker of stanza

1, 3, 5 and 7, as she is lost in the world of her
imagination.

Ans.

5 What could Amanda do if she were a mermaid?

Ans. If Amanda were a mermaid, she could be the only
resident of the beautiful green sea where she would
float in the soft waves of the sea. There, she could
relax and enjoy her freedom.

Ans. No, Amanda is not an orphan, though she

Ans.

—

6 Is Amanda an orphan? Why does she say sy
Q

Wis]
be an orphan. hes g

She says so because she is upset at being scoldeq
again and again by her mother. Thus, she thinks
that if she had been an orphan, she would be fr,
and her life would be peaceful. s

7 Do you know the story of Rapunze|? Why dog
she want to be Rapunzel? g

Ans. Rapunzel was a beautiful golden haired Princess why

lived in a tower. She had very long hair by which sh
used to allow people to come into her tower. 5
Amanda believes that Rapunzel’s life in the lonely
tower would be very happy. So, she wanted to be
Rapunzel and wishes to live in such a tower, away
from everyone. She even imagines that in order t
live a happy life she would never allow anyone to
come into her tower.

8 What does the girl yearn for? What does this
poem tell you about Amanda?

Ans. The girl Amanda yearns or desires for freedom and

peace in life.

According to the poem, Amanda feels that her freedom
has been limited by her mother. She is fed up of the
constant scolding and instructions by her mother.
She wants to go away and live a peaceful life.

9 Read the last stanza. Do you think Amanda is
sulking and moody?

No, Amanda is neither sulking nor she is acting
moody. The speaker (her mother) of the last stanza
thinks so because Amanda is not paying any attention
to her instructions, rather she is lost in her own world.

1 pon't hunch your shoulders

) .
A upbringing. Her conduct and manners are

on't bite your nails, Amanga

» Amanda!

stop that slouching and sit UP straight,

andal
(a) Amanda is getting instructions for what
p“rposez
®) What does the speaker of abgy,
Amanda in the first stanza?

2) Amanda is getting instructions as 5 part of her

© lines instrycy

getting refined for future purposes,

Amanda is getting instructed for biting hy i
) and sitting lazily with her shoulders \fm.cr rals

2 (There is a languid, emerald sea,
where the sole inhabitant is me—
a mermaid, drifting blisstully.)
(a) Why are these lines given within brackets?
(b) What is thg tole of mermaid here?

Ans. (@) These lines are given within brackets because
they reveal the inner thoughts of Amanda.
Brackets are used for visual contrast berween
what Amanda is saying and what her mother is
instructing,

(b) Mermaid is a part of Amanda’s fantasy in her
own created world. As mermaid sails in a sea
carelessly and effortlessly, similarly Amanda
longs to do so in a place where she is all by
herself.

3 Don't eat that chocolate, Amanda!
Remember your acne, Amanda! )
Will you please look at me when I'm speaking
to you,

A:}:anda! CBSE 2016
(a) Why is Amanda not looking at the speaker?
(b) The speaker is so worried about acne. What

does it show?

Ans, Am . . .
(@) Amanda is ost in her own thoughts and is paying
10 attention to instructions being given to her.

(&) The speaker being worried about acne shows how

4 taman orphan, roaming the street.
1 pattern soft dust with my hushed, bare feet.
The silence is golden, the freedom is sweet.)
(a) What does 'silence is golden’ mean?

Ans. (a) Silence is shown golden using the poetic device

{2 Marks each}

tis why she is not looking at

c speaker.

much importance is given to physical beauty in 2

household. Amanda is prepared for the
unforeseen furure. Narural experience such as
acne is also taken care of at any cost.

(b) What is Amanda upto in this stanza?

metaphor. By making silence golden, the poet is
estimating the worth of silence. For Amanda seeks
peace and calmness, which is absent in her reality.
(c) Amanda is again taking refuge in her
imagination. Here, she wishes to be an orphan,
away from her naggjing (scolding and
questioning) parents. Amanda wants to roam
aimlessly in streets and draw patterns using just
her bare feet.

5 (1 am Rapunzel, I have not a care;
life in a tower is tranquil and rare; )
"Il certainly never let down my bright hair!)
(a) Does Amanda live on a tower? )
(b) Why will Amanda not let down her bright
Thair?

Ans. (2) No, Amanda stays at her place. Here, she is

imagining, herself to be Rapunzel who lived in a

tower. . > e
Amanda is aware about the story of Rapunzel.
® thctxt\ory of Rapunel, all the mishappening and

misfortunes are brought to her by letting down

the hair. Amanda also wishes to live alone and

carefree, without any disturbance.
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6 Stop that sulking at once, Amandal!

You're always so moody, Amandal
Anyone would think that I nagged at you,
Amandal! :

(a) Is Amanda really sulking?
(b) Why does the speaker care for others?

is not sulking. She just doesp’
Ans. () ;\égz?(ii;slxsructions givgcn to }chr as s}clscni; lc:'{
world of her own. Stin
(b) The whole poem revo}ves aro'und the
how one is presented in a society. Th,

@‘Oﬂ Answer (SA) Type Questions )

1 Justify the title of the poem Amanda’.

Ans. The te of the poem ‘Amanda’ is very appropriate
The poem is about a little girl, Amanda who is
constantly scolded by her mother. Throughout the
poem, the focus is on Amanda and her world of
imagination. In this world, she lives a free and
peaceful life without any interruptions.

2 Why does Amanda wish to be a mermaid, an
orphan, or Rapunzel?
Ans. Amanda wishes to be a mermaid, an orphan and
Rapunzel to live a life of freedom. She is constantly
scolded by her mother. So, she escapes into her own
world of imagination wherein she lives a peaceful
. life, all alone. As a mermaid she would be the sole
resident of a beautiful sea and as an orphan, she

would enjoy freedom. Finally, as Rapunzel she
would live a carefree life.

-

3 List the things about which Amanda's mother
nag her.

Ans.

Amanda’s mother nag or scold her about the following
things

« She continuously ask her to sit properly and to not
bite her nails.

» Amanda is instructed to not eat chocolates and to
clean her room as well as shoes.

» Amanda is also asked to finish her homework.

« Amanda is also pointed out for not paying
artention to her mother and for her sulking and
moody behaviour.

4 Why does Amanda seem moody most of the
time? CBSE 2016

Ans. Amanda seems moody most of the time because she is
so involved in her world of imagination that she does

EXAM PRACTICE

Ll

Peay, 1 32:}1 reference to the poem ,Ama;upbringin

cuss the importance of Pro

g
€ §i : da’
doesn’t wish to be rcgardecjl as a nagpin P;?::r b Din Klein. by
in the society, so Amanda is expected (g, pringing Pays an essential role i —
happy face all the time. Pa t S Up clopment of a child. Whenever e wk}:ﬂlmy
! dev ire o criticise someone, we tal abour :
2 bringing of that person. Robip Klein's e
[2 Marks o5 anda’ highlights the problems of 'Prog::m
S pbringing of2 B TO el good v 1y
not pay actention to her mother. Amand, often ;noﬁl principles i

escapes from reality into her world of fan

inuous scoldin O
away from the contin gs. Her 4,
dreaming makes her look moody and unimemmt

5 Do you think it is Amanda's fault in the
poem? Justify your answer.

Ans. No, Amanda is not at fault. In the poem,

constantly instructed and scolded by her mq [hnd:iu
Her mother restricts her freedom. Amanda desing
the peace and freedom which is'not granted ¢o he,
So, she escapes into her own world where she enjo.

the calmness.

6 What is the central theme of the poem?

Ans. The central theme of the poem Amanda by Rop;,

Klein is that children love freedom. They do ne;
want any restrictions on their activities.

The poem points out that in the endeavour to male
their children well-behaved, parents often give 1o,
many instructions. Such a scolding behaviour js

resented by children and adversely affects their
development.

7 Does Amanda's mother have a nagging
behaviour. Justify your answer.

Ans. Amanda’s mother really have a nagging behaviour,

She is always instructing Amanda and finding fauls

within her. Her mother constantly tell her the do’s
and don’ts.

Such a nagging behaviour affects Amanda who feels
that her freedom is restricted. Amanda’s mothers
responsibility to instill (develop) good manners in
the child makes Amanda retrear (escape) into

her imagination where she seeks peace and
freedom.

. ild is the foremost d;

owin chlld 1s t uty Of!hc
Howevers the poem shows how a chilq fccmﬂ::
pecause of constant instructions, 3

anda, the lirde gul in the poem goes through
e siruation. She is instructed and scolded for
e habits. She gets no freedom and space for
herself, Asa result, she enters her world of
e agination. T},}s world proves to be her defence
inst her scolding mother. In her world, she seeks
o edom and peace. She una.gmcs herself as a
ermaid who is the sole resident of a beaudfyl sea.

Then, she imagines herself as an orphan who is free
e anything. szflly., she wants to be Rapunzel
andlive a peaceful life in a tower. Therefore,
elders/parents must maintain a balance. While

instilling good manners, they should also give some
lfr:eeclom to their children.

92 How does Amanda tackle the nagging nature

of her mother? Explain with examples from
the poem.

- In the poem, ‘Amanda’, the little girl named Amanda

often escapes into her own world. Her world of
dreams give her the freedom and peace that she secks
in reality where she is constantly nagged by her elders.
Her mother continuously instruct and scold her for
her ill-manners and laziness. She is asked not to bire
her nails, not to eat chocolates, to clean her room and
so on. As Amanda’s mother is giving her instructions,
<he is lost in her daydreams. The persistance of

;

32

|

oy A

[8 Marks each)

Amanda’s mother leave 2 harmful impression in her
mind. Her retrear, then, is her way of aciding her
mother. It is her shield and defence against the

harsh realities that she goes through. In her realicy.
her freedom is restricted.

!“ﬂ need for freedom and peace, finds expression

in her dreams where she imagines a carefree and
happy life as an orphan, mermaid and Rapunzel,
without her mother. Amanda may seem moody and
upset, w her mother, but is not really so. The .
nagging namure of her mothermakes her escape 1010
aworld away from the realities of her life.

3 State the key points in the poem ‘Amanda’-
What do you learn from it? CBSE 2016

Ans. The key point highlighted in the poem *Amanda’ is

thar every child is special in irself and it requires 2
great amount of patience and love to make them
understand this.

To create such an understanding, parents must gIve
freedom to their children as dxcgl?m the best

from their own jences. In this process,

children may lacg):m: bad habits which needs t©©
be removed. This undoing also requires a great level
of understanding and the right approach.

Parents judging each acrion of a child does more

In the , the lirde girl Amanda goes thro
consunP:)::ldings for E‘;‘ habits. Evcryd\ing: she
does is corrected by her mother and she can’t do
anything at her will. Consequenty, the girl
seeks/desires freedom and a choice. The lack of
freedom makes Amanda upset and moody as she
escapes her world of imagination. She enjoys the :
things in her imagination, which she is deprived 0
in reality.

Therefore, in Amanda, we witness a failed approach
of her parents and get 2 lesson that the parents ne'ed
to take 2 more gende/kind approach to teach their
child.

CTiCE

EXAM PRA
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. Tt is true that s

4 Escapism is one way to run away from harsh

realities. Discuss in the context of the poem
Amanda’.

Pism is one way to run away from
harsh realitics. By going through the whole poem, we
come to know that Amanda's mother keeps
instructing her all the time. Amanda's mother’s
intention may be to discipline the litcle girl and
make her 2 mature person. But, children need love
and a caring attitude in their clders.

Advice in the form of nagging leaves a very harmful
impression in the child’s mind. The reality becomes
harsh for them and they try to escape these realities
by indulging in their own fantasy world.

—

Here in this poem, the life of Amanda j; frug
as she is Forbiddcr_\ to do @ythmg Withoy, Scet;lnk
permission. Conm:nuous instructions of he, - ';'g
and constant scoldmgs leave a very Negative im‘ %
on a child's personality. Piq
In such situation, Amanda ?dh!l’cs © a defe,
mechanism where she imag{ncs herself 1o b,
without parents so that §he is not nagged, gy,
into an imaginary situation to escape from
realities of her life.

It is the mother’s behaviour that is forcip,
so. Thus, parents need to understand thy

oy
fify
hary

e

t (hcir oy

also requires a certain amount of freedom which q :

must be given to them.

gh“mdo ;

Self Assessment [

Extract Based QUeSﬂOn

1 Don't cat thy chocolage, Amanda!
Remember Yyour acne, Amanda -

(:) mvhaf "3, €ating a chocolate would affect Amanda?
(b) Where is Amang, looking while the speaker is scolding her?

Short Answer sy Type Questions
2

‘Anyone would think that 1 nagged at you'. Explain.
3 Whatidea does the reader form about Amanda?

Long Answer (LA) Type Question

4 Amanda loves to live in a dream world and does not apprediate any interference. ing on.
A parent tries to bring her back to the real world. Therefore, there is always a conflict going
Elaborate.
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Animals

Central Idea of
the Poem

The poem ‘Animals’ shows the poets
love for the animals. According fo the
Ppoel. animals are better than human
beings and have all the qualities that
humans lack or have forgotten. The
Poel wanis 1o turn info an animal and
experience a life which is free of sins
and sorrow.,

The theme of the poem s not to say
how good animals are, but fo
compare humans with them in order

fo highlight the flaws of human nature,

The poet believes that probably a very
long time ago, humans possessed all
these qualities, but they have lost
them now.

Explanation of the Poem
Stanza 1

I think I could turn and live with animals, they are
so placid and self-contain’d,
I stand and look at them long and long.

Word Meanings

Placid - quiet, calm; Self-containd - in full control of self

Explanation In these lines, the poet says that he wants to furn into an animal and wants to
live with animals. According to the poet the animals looks calm peaceful and self
controlled. They never complain for any problem.

Due 1o these qualities of animals, the poet wanis to spend a long time with them. He
stands and looks at them for a very long fime.
Stanza 2

They do not sweat and whine about their condition,
They do not lie awake in the dark and weep for their sins,
They do not make me sick discussing their duty to God.

Word Meanings

Sweat and whine - to complain/cry; Sins - misdeeds or immoral actions

Explanation In these lines, the poet says that animals do not complain and cry ob9ut their
condition like humans do. Unlike humans, animals do not stay awake in lf)e night and
weep for the sins done by them. Here, the poet means that animals are different from
human beings because they do not show anger or grief.

Further, he says that animals do not make him feel sick by discussing their duty to God-

The poet here means that animals do not pray to God for forgiveness or ask God 1o fulfil
their desires like humans do.

mols (section C)
M

203
glan is dissatisfied, .
t one is sfied, not one j 4 .
I;: mania of owning things, 1S demengeq with

Not one kneels to another, nor to his king

Jived thousands of ){;zlars ago, that
is respectable
Not one is resp or unhappy Over the whale
earth.
ings
d Meani .
wc:\:tnted - affected with madness; Mania _ obsession: Owning
¢ : -

essings Kneels - bends (as a sign of respect)

P nation In these lines, the poet sqy,

ap‘a even a single animal that may ap
There is not single animal who sy
possessing more and more thing
respect or bow their heads 1o of
oncestors like humans do. Acco
are equal and they do not need
the animals no one is respectab

s that he does not find
Pear to be dissatisfied.
ffers from the obsession of
S. Animals do noy show
her animals or 1o their

rding 1o the poet, all animals
to respect one another, So for
e and unhappy on the earth,
Stonza 4
So they show their relations to me and
1 accept them,
They bring me tokens of myself, they evince
them plainly in their possession

T wonder where they get those tokens,

Did I pass that way huge times ago and
negligently drop them?

Word Meanings
Tokens -
Quality or

innate qualities; By
attitude; Possessi
Explanation in these lines, the poet says that the animals show

thelr similarities 1o him which he accepts happily. He feels

that animais represent human belngs In some way. They
seem fo have innate qualities, that humans once had, i.e.
Virtues like Kindness, self-containment and innocence.
Anlmals remind the poet of these qualities that symbolise
the lost values of the humans. The poet wonders about how
animals had got these qualifies. The poet believes that the
humans carelessly dropped these virtues a long time ago
and have forgotten all about them in their madness 1o
Possess more things.

ince - to show a particular feeling, .
on - ownership; negligently - carelessly

Poetic Devices Used in the Poem
Personification The poem has uniform personification.
Repetition Repetition of words/phrases in the same line.

* | stand and look at them long and long.
® They do not ..
* Notonels ..., = _
Alliteratlon Repetition of Initial consonant sounds In the same line
* They do not make me sick.
¢ | wonder-where they get {hose jokens.

Metaphor It compares two oblects fo give a clearer meaning to
one of them.

* 'tokens’ are Innate qualities of humans.

Rhyme Scheme There Is no rhyme scheme. The poem is in free
verse.




NCERT FOLDER

(Here we have covered questions given in the NCERT fextbook along

with their answers,)

—

Thinking about the Poem (Page 84)

1 t:::::fle :QS:;SES rsf the word ‘turn’in the first line, “I

the post tuming f:)r:,? ?nve with animals...”. What is

Ans. ZI:: ::Bm l:]le:ﬁ::: Poet wants to turn from a human into

et away fom the deprising, sclish s Gloe morld
humans and stay with animal,s. “ e orld of

2 cl;,‘i;rlrtt'ion three things that humans do and animals
Ans. jZ;{t:thg: that bur'mm do and animals don’t are as follows
e biesmtle g Y
« Humans [ . . 5.
" ons: dgf:{lim;ﬁ.ﬁﬁdﬁ":i’ o
towards God bu::xtﬂmcalll; E(l;gx:g:ir;ei;:zd A

3 go humans kneel to other humans who lived
ey ousands of years ago? Discuss this in groups.
ns. ! fgs,;;mms k.neel to other humans who lived thousands

f ;}; a‘lg_}ol as it is a cultural tradition to respect elder

5 ons. These persons could be their ancestors, saints
r preachers whom they follow religiously.

ﬁzusi;nu T dxsaxss their own culture with their classmates

. are the rituals and traditions of their culture and
s0 get to know about other cultural practices).

——

4 What are the ‘tokens’ that the poet say
S he

Ans.

may have dropped long ago and whj
animals have kept for him? Discusg Itch !
class. (Hint: Whitman belongs to the fisin
Romantic tradition that includes Roy

and Wordsworth, which holds that cis's-e !
has made humans false to their oWn\?hsan‘"‘
nature. What could be the basic ag erue
our nature as living beings that hun?a ot of
choose to ignore or deny?) ns
The tokens mentioned in the poem ref;

the virtues and values possessed by anix-relra[[0
These virtues represent the true nature of 3
human beings which humans have Iostc:l

These are tokens of values such as kindn N
innocence, self-containment, satisfactioness,
sharing, etc. '

The poet, Walt Whitman belongs to the
Rognamic tradition of literature. He along w;
various other poets/authors believed that %henh
virtues mentioned above represent the true

of man and how man should be. it
However, with civilisation and development
man has denied or ignored them. Humans n
have become full of false values such as o
selfishness, greed, possessiveness, etc. They have
forgotten their true characteristics that animals
have still retained.

ead

Explain the successive use of the word
. . (¢} g
twice and bring out its significance, " long

(a) The poet is attracted to the calmness and poise of

(b)

(b) The successive use of the word ‘long’ makes the
line significant; the first ‘long’, denotes
‘period/ time’ whereas the other, ‘a desire’.

92 They do not sweat and whine about their

condition,
They do not lie awake in the dark and weep

for their sins,
They do not make me sick discussing their

duty to God, CBSE 2015
(@) Why do humans lie awake in the dark?
(b) What does the phrase 'make me sick’ mean?
Ans. () Humans lie awake in the dark weeping for their
sins.
(b) The phrase means to make someone feel angry or
upset.
3 Not one is dissatisfied, not one is demented
with the mania of owning things,
Not one kneels to another, nor to his kind that
lived thousands of years ago,
Not one is respectable or unhappy over the
whole earth.
(a) What does the poet call a mania here?
(b) How are the animals not dissatisfied?
Ans. (a) The habit of owning things by humans has
been called a mania as people blindly copy each

other.
(b) Since animals do not have the desire to
own anything, therefore they are never

dissatisfied.

Extract Based Questions

5 foll owing extracts carefully anq answer th, i

e oatd turm and Lo, — € questions that follow.
ihey are SO placid and self-contain’q o
1 stand and look at them long and lohg

) Wwhich qualities of animals attract the l;oetz

ns: .
A the animals. An

[2Marks each]

4 Not one kneels to another, nor to his kind that

lived thousands of years ago,
Not one is respectable or unhappy over the
whole earth.
{2) Who is the poet referring to that lived
thousands of years ago?
(b) What does ‘Kneel' symbolise here?

s. (a) The poet is referring to the ancestors of human

beings who lived thousands of years ago.
(b) Kneel is symbolic to praying in the above line.

5 So they show their relations to me and 1
accept them,
They bring me tokens of myself, they evince
them plainly in their possession
I wonder where they get those tokens,
Did I pass that way huge times ago and
negligently drop them? CBSE 2014
(a) Explain the line: “They bring me tokens of
myself".
(b) What similarities does the poet find between
the human beings and the animals?

Ans. (a) The poet here means that the animals remind
him of true values of the human narure such as
kindness and innocence.

(b) The poet finds that animals, like human beings
do not trouble others unless they are compelled;

they are equally kind and innocent.
6 1wonder where they get those tokens,
Did I pass that way huge times ago and
negligently drop them?
(a) What does the poet wonder?
. (b) Why does the poet say that he negligently
dropped them?
Ans. (a) The poet wonders whether the animals get all
their virtues from humans.
(b) The poet believes that animals got their val.ucs
from humans while they lost them 2 long time
ago and have forgotten about them.
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1 Why does the poet like animals and why he
himself wants to turn into an animal?

Or Why does the poet show a preference for
living with animals?

Ans. The poe likes/prefers animals for their calm and
self-controlled nature. He is impressed with animals
because unlike human beings, they don’t desire to
own things and are satisfied with their lives.

The poet wants himself to turn into an animal and
live with animals as they have retained the basic
good values lost by humans.

2 Explain the satisfaction that animals have
and humans don't. CBSE 2014

Ans. Animals do not have the desire to possess worldly -
things and thus, are satisfied with what they have.
They live happily in their natural surroundings.
However, humans desire to own as many things as
possible and thus, are dissatisfied forever.

3 Whatis the difference between animals and

humans regarding their attitude towards sin
and God?

Or Why do humans keep awake in the dark and
weep for their sins while animals never do
such things?

Ans. In the poem, the poer states that animals are simple
and innocent creatures who commit no sins. Therefore,
they do not have to worry about forgiveness from
God. However, humans commit sins of greed,
possession etc. As a result, they can’t sleep
peacefully all night and pray to God for forgiveness.

4 Explain ““No One kneels to another... Not
one is respectable ..."
Ans. In the poem ‘Animals’, “No one kneels to
another... Nor one is respectable...” refers to the
good values possessed by animals.

It states that there is no concepr of respec; ot}
among animals. They are all equal and dop7, ™ul
involved in unnecessary activities and forp, ‘Jitic;
§ What is the relevance of ‘tokens' in thg po.

‘Animals'? Who brings them to the Poet?

Or Why does the poet say "They bring me
tokens of myself''2 Who owns those tokeng,

Ans. In the poem ‘Animals’, the poet states the aNimy)
bring him/show him ‘tokens’ of himself. Tokens s
here refers to the good virtues which includes
satisfaction, self-containment, innocence, e, Th
poet believes that these virtues were presen i, bo:h
humans and animals but humans have forgotten

them.

Animals still retain these tokens or virtues and
remind the poet about them.

tm

6 What message does the poet Walt Whitmap
want to give through this poem?

Through the poem, ‘Animals’, the poet Wal¢
Whitman wants to convey the message of
superiority of animals over humans. In the poem,
the poet states that with advancement, humans
have forgotten all the nobel virtues. They have
degraded themselves while animals still retain those
noble virtues. So, they appear to be noble as
compared to humans.

Ans.

7 What is the central idea of the poem,
'‘Animals’ 2 CBSE 2020

In the poem animals, Walt whitman frankly tells
that he feels more comfortable with animals rather
than humans. According to him, humans have
become corrupted and had lost all the good values
of kindness, equality and peace. Animals have yet
retained all the positive values and thus are superior
to humans.

Ans.

( Long Answer (LA) Type Questions )

[8 Marks each]

1 Why do you think the poet has called the
_desire to own things, as a mania? Is the poet
right in doing so? Write your own views.
Ans. In the poem ‘Animals’, the poet uses the word
‘mania’ to refer to the never-ending desire of
human beings to possess things.
According to the poet, humans desire to possess as

many things as possible and thus, never get
satisfied.

The acquisition of material things is a rat race in
which all human beings participate forever.

The more a human gets, the more he/she desires.
There is no end to their greed.

Yes, the poet is right in doing so. The greed/desire
to possess things grives all humans mad. They
madly try to acquire more and more but are never
sa[isﬁycd. So the poet states, animals are better than
humans. They do not have any desire to possess
physical things and are happy with wha they have.

10"]
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A i humans alw;

ke animals, humans always worry 404 i
Thos the poet is right in calling the gaire t?;nw}:‘lmn,
Hings 252 mania.

,1juman beings are called the most civilis
Hel:;ies in the entire world. But sometime:d
?;’ey Jack the virtues which are better
exhibited by the ammals,"' Elucidate with
 ference to the poem Animals'.

Human beings are called the most civilised species in
the entire worlc!, yet tl:ley lack go?d virtues, Human
beings ar€ dcvmc! of virtues of being respectable,
happy> self contained and calm. In the poem
Animals’ the poet bClICVC:S that it is with civilisation
hat humans have lost their true nature. They have
pecome selfish, jealous, rcsdcss: unhappy and greedy
creatures. They always complain about their lives,

over their sins and discuss their duty to God.
They have become false to their true identity.

Unlike humans, animals are peaceful, self-contained,
and happy. They are satisfied \:vith their lives. They
do not have the mania of owning things nor do they
have the concept of respect or insult. Animals, thus
retain all those good virtues that were present even

in humans, very long time ago.

3 The key to happiness is ‘Do not compl_ain
but accept the situation’. Elaborate it in the
context of the poem ‘Animals’. ~ CBSE 2015

It is true that the key to happiness is ‘Do not
complain but accept the situation. “The poet,
Walt Whitman in the poem ‘Animals’ justifies the
given statement. In the poem, animals are
compared to human beings to highligh the
differences between them.
On the basis of their characteristics of happiness,
equality, simplicity and many more 'fokcns ,
animals have been ranked much superior and
nobler to humans.
The poct explains his belief by stating that o
animals are simple crearures who never complain
about their situations. They have accepted their
natural surroundings and thus, are happy and
satisfied with their lives. Humans, on the other
hand, have never accepted nature. They are )
always complaining about it and so, try to ange
it. Thus, they lead an unhappy life. )
The ever increasing expectations of human beings
and their demanding, greedy and selfish nature
leads to their unhappiness.

Ans.

EXAM PRACTICE
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Central Idea of
the Poem
The Tale of Custard the Dragon’ is g

funny poem (ballad) that tells the story
of a gil named Belinda and her four
pets. The central character in the story
is Belinda's pet dragon, Custard who
is described as a coward. However,
when a real danger comes, all the
pels run away except Custard.

Custard shows courage and bravery
af the right moment and saves
everyone's life.

— — ‘

The Tale of Custard
fhe Drogon by Ogden Nash

Explanation of the Poem

Stanza 1
Belinda lived in a little white house,
With a little black kitten and a little grey mouse,
" Andalittle yellow dog and a little red wagon,
And a realio, trulio, little pet dragon.

Word Meanings

Wagon - a carriage, a cart; Realio - really (used in the poem for effect); Trulio - truly (used in
the poem for effect).

Explanation Belinda lived in a little white house with her four pets - a liftle black kitten, a little
grey mouse, a litfle yellow dog, and a lille dragon. She also had a little red wagon. In
the last line of the stanza, ‘redlio’ and “Irulio’ are used by the poet as an expression for
the little dragon meaning ‘really’ and ‘Iruly respeclively.

Stanza 2
Now the name of the little black kitten was Ink,

And the little grey mouse, she called him Blink,
And the little yellow dog was sharp as Mustard,
But the dragon was a coward, and she called him Custard.

Word Meanings
Sharp - intelligent; Coward - someone who is not brave and avoids danger, difficulty or pain
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Explanation T™e nome of the Lmis biock Lmen was nk and e
nome of the ke grey mouse was Bink The name of the ke
dog was Mustard bexouse iy colour was shorp and yellow 05
mustord The 0r0900 was 0 coward and Belinda colled him
Custord

Stanza 3
Custard the dragon had big sharp tecth,
And spikes on top of him and scales underncath,
Mouth like a fireplace, chimney for a nose,
And realio, trulio, daggers on his tocs.

Word Mecnings

Spikes - 3 thin pointed structures on the body; Scales - small hard flat
picces of skin on the bodics of animals: Fireplace - the place where
fire b burnt to Leep the house warm; Chimney - a long pipe that
opens on the roof to let out the smoke relcased from the fireplace;
Dagger - small sword

Explanation Custard, the dragon has big sharp teeth, spikes on his
top and scales on his stomach His mouth has been compared
1o a freplace becouse it is assumed by the poet that dragons
can release fire from their mouth. His nose is compared 10 a
chimney from which the smoke comes out. His foes are so
pointed and sharp that they could cut anything like a dagger.

Stanza 4
. Belinda was as brave as a barre] full of bears,
1, : \ And Ink and Blink chased lions down the stairs,
R Mustard was as brave as a tiger in a rage,

But Custard cried for a nice safe cage.

Word Meanings
barrel - drum (usually used for keeping liquids); rage - anger

Explanation in these lines, the poet compares the bravery of all the
characters of the poem

Belindo's bravery has been compared 1o the bravery of
group of bears Ink and Blink, despite being so small in size,
have the power to chase away lions down the stairs.

| Mustard's bravery has been compared with that of an angry
figer. But, Custard is completely opposite fo all of them. He
was ¢ coward who always demanded a safe cage.

Stanza 5
Belinda tickled him, she tickled him unmerciful,
Ink, Blink and Mustard, they rudely called him Percival,
They all sat laughing in the little red wagon
At the realio, trulio, cowardly dragon.

Word Meanings

Tickle - to touch (a body pant) lightly to cause laughter; Unmerciful -
cruel; Percival - a warrior in king Arthur's count; Rudely - not in a
civil manner or mannerlessly

8)
\0‘.

finda used to tickle Custard Cruelly, |,
Mus:‘j?d e':(’de fun of Custard PY comparing hi’: Ioahnk g
Percival was oneé of the best knights of King Arthy, rs :&%
who wos known for his courage and bravery, 5 o
sat fogether in the littte red wagon and made fyp oM
Custord. They laughed at his cowardice (lack of b'WeM

Explanafi

Stanza 6
Belinda giggled till she shook the house,
And Blink said Weeck!, whichis giggling f,,.
Ink and Mustard rudely asked his age, o
When Custard cried for a nice safe cage.

Word Meanings

Giggling - laughing

Explanation Belinda laughed a lof a the dragon. she
so hard that it seemed that the house was Shaking (';ghed
her laughter. Blink, the mouse used fo laugh ang mck: lo
sound of WeecK'. Ink and Mustard rudely asked 1 o
dragon’s age to make fun of him, while the dragon i
for a nice safe cage for himself.

Stanza 7
Suddenly, suddenly they heard a nasty soypg
And Mustard growled, and they all looked agoy, !
Meowch! cried Ink, and Ooh! cried Belind,,

For there was a pirate, climbing in the winda,

Word Meanings
Nasty - unpleasant; Growled - the sound of growling as made by
animals; Pirate -.dacoit, robber; Winda - window

Explanation while all of them were busy making fun of fhe
dragon, they heard an unpleasant sound from the hoyse.
Mustard, the dog started growling and they all lookeq
around. Ink cried ‘Meowch’ and Belinda cried "Ooh’ qs fhe
saw a pirate climbing the window of the house.

Stanza 8
Pistol in his left hand, pistol in his right,
And he held in his teeth a cutlass bright,
His beard was black, one leg was wood;
It was clear that the pirate meant no good.

Word Meanings

Cutlass - a small sword with a slightly curved blade

Explanation the appearance of the pirate seemed very
dangerous. He was carrying pistols in both hands and he
was carrying a small sword between his teeth. He had

 black beard and his one leg was of wood. His looks made
it very clear to the housemates that the pirate meant fo
harm the people and pets living there.

” ole of Custard the Dragqy, (Section

9

onzd

st Belinda paled, and she cried, Help! Hejy
But Mustard fled with 5 terrified ye] >
Ink trickled down to the bottom -

f
And little mouse Blink strategi S ihe housch"kL

cally Mouscholed.

«d Meanings
Wo! _ became pale yellow due to fear; Fleq _ ran
pal eI stepped down; Strategically — dcleverly;
frick a2 mouse (it is not a word byt has been y
;inlag:c rhyming scheme)

jon Belinda became pale with feqr i
E,(pla'lgg cried for help. All her brave pelse(:o&?ie;:le :'el h
and everyone ran away from there. Mystarq mudepu :'
and ran away. Ink ran down towards the bottom of th o
and Blink very smartly ran into his hole, ©hovse

i Yelp - .
Mouseholed - holes
made into a worg to

ng the pirate

StanZC 10
But up jumped Custard, snorting like an engine,
Clashed his tail like irons in 3 dungeon, ’
With a clatter and a clank and a jangling squirm
He went at the pirate like a robin a¢ 5 worm.

WOrd Meanings
snorting - huge sound made t'hrough nose; Clashed - striked;
Dungeon - an underground prison; Clatter and a clank and a
angling - sounds of two metals striking; Squirm - to move in a
wwisted manner; Robin - a bird.

gxplanation When everyone ran away on seeing the pirate, it was
the coward dragon, Custard, who came 1o rescue the Belinda
and fought the pirate bravely.
He jumped in front of the pirate and made a loud and angry
sound through his nose like an engine, He started o move his
tail powerfully producing a sound like iron or melals striking in
a dungeon [prison). With all these dangerous sounds, he
followed the pirate like a bird follows a worm.

Stanza 1
The pirate gaped at Belinda’s dragon,
And gulped some grog from his pocket flagon,
He fired two bullets but they didn’t hit,
And Custard gobbled him, every bit.

Word Meanings
Gaped - stared with mouth wide open; Gulped - swallowed; Grog -
wine; Flagon - a container made of silver in which drink is stored;

Gobbled - swallowed

Explanation The pirate was shocked by the dragon’s reaction. He
stared at Belinda’s dragon with his mouth open.
He drank some wine from a container that he carried in his
pocket. The pirate then took out his pistol and fired two bullets
al Custard. But, he failed to hit him. Finally, Custard
swallowed or ate the pirate.

Stanza 12

Belinda embraced him, Mustard licked him,
No one moumed for his pirate victim

Ink and Blink in glee did gyrate

Around the dragon that ate the pirate.

Word Meanings

Er!'b"m - 10 hug; Licked - to touch with tongue; Moumned - to
grieve; Glee - happiness; Gyrate - make circular movements.

Explanation veryone celebrated the death of the pirate.
Belinda hugged Custard and Mustard licked him
affectionally,

No one felt sorrow for the pirate’s death. Ink and Blink
started dancing in joy cround the dragon who had eaten
the pirgte.

Stanza 13

But presently up spoke little dog Mustard,

Id have been twice as brave if 1 hadn't been
flustered.

And up spoke Ink and up spoke Blink,

We'd have been three times as brave, we think,
And Custard said, I quite agree

That everybody is braver than me

Word Meanings

Flustered - got nervous

Explanation The incident darifies who is coward and who is

brave. Mustard said that he would have been twice as
brave as Custard if he had not been nervous. After this, Ink
and Blink said that they would have been thrice as brave
as the custard. Custard agreed and said that everybody
there was braver than him.

Stanza 14-15

Belinda still lives in her little white house, with
her little black kitten and her little grey mouse,
And her little yellow dog and her little red wagon,
And her realio, trulio little pet dragon.

Belinda is as brave as a barrel full of bears,

And Ink and Blink chase lions down the stairs,
Mustard is as brave as a tiger in a rage,

But Custard keeps crying for a nice safe cage.

Explanation Stanza 14 and 15 are an almost repetition of

Stanza 1 and 4. There is only one difference that stanza 1
and 4 present the condition of the housemates in the past
ond stanza 14 and 15 present their condition after the
pirate incident. The situation has not changed at all.
Everything has gone back to normal with Belinda and her
three ‘brave’ pets making fun of the “cowardly”, pet

dragon.



Poetic Devices Used in the Poem

ils,'n”e When comparison is made between two things using ‘like’ and

* Mouth like a fireplace

* Sharp as Mustard

* Belinda as a brave as a barrel full of bears
* Snorting like an engine, efc.

Repetition When a phrase/line is repeated to emphasise something.
* alitle * arealio, trulio

* Suddenly, suddenly they heard * she cried Help! Help!

* But Custard cried for a nice safe cage.

Metaphor When comparison is made between two different things
without the use of Tike’ and ‘as’
* Nose for a Chimney

NCERT FOLDER

[Here we have covered questions given in the NCERT fextbook along with their answers.)
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Personification When human qualities are given 1o g

e,
creatures who are not human. Sor
« Ink, Blink, Mustard and CusturAd
(These are Belinda's p;al animals who are given e by,
speak just like humanl 4

Alliteration Repetition of the inifial consonant sound i the s

+ And he held in his teeth M lng,
Onomatopoeia When a word is used to describe o soung

* Weeck

* Meowch

Rhyme Scheme

Every stanza of the poem has the rhyme scheme qqbt, exc
stanza 13. The rhyme scheme of stanza 13 is aabbee, oM

Thinking about the Poem (Page 132)

1 Who are the characters in this poem? List them
with their pet names.

Ans. There are six characters in the’ poem. These include

Belinda and her four pets, and a pirate. Her pets are
(i) A licde black kitten, Ink

(i) A licde grey mouse, Blink

(iii) A yellow dog, Mustard

(iv) A dragon, Custard

Why did Custard cry for a nice safe cage? Why is
the dragon called ‘cowardly dragon’?

Custard cried for an nice safe cage because he was a
‘coward’ who wanted peace and safety.

He is called a ‘cowardly dragon’ because apart from
him, all other pets are described as very brave. Belinda is
as brave as a big group of bears, Ink and Blink can chase
lions and Mustard is like an angry tiger.

Compared to all of them, the dragon demanded nice
safe cage so it is called ‘Cowardly dragon’.

Ans.

3 “Belinda tickled him, she tickled him unmerciful...”
Why?

Belinda tickles her pet dragon, Custard quite cruelly.
She does so because she want to excite Custard as he was
a lazy dragon. In addition, it amused her. She along with
her other pets laughed at the dragon’s Makness

(cowardness).

Ans.

—

4 The poet has employed many poetic devices i the

etole of Custardihe Dragon oy

riters use Words to give us ap;

7 \:vvithout actually saying what :,gc“'"e Of image
trace SOMe iMages used in the Doem?;n' Can yoy
Writers always use such phy. :

Ans: us directly about what they mean by ws !ha_t do not teff
.mdicadon of the m'canil?g_ Such words O:Yshgwc us
o triggET OUr OWN imagination i Paintin P }:ass. are used
dhey mean. Use of such images i e o 8 ¢ pictute thag
jike a ﬁl:c?lacc » ‘chimney ar\larc mouth

of bears’, ‘brave as a tiger » atarsha b'fmcl full

2 robin ata worm’, etc. € pirate |ike

3ses and worg,

for a nose’, by,
1N 2 rage’, ‘we,

g Doyou find ‘The Tale of Cystar,
gerious or a light-hearted poe,
support your answer,

“The Tale of Custard the dragon’ is 5 ve

Ans. funny poem that is meant to b
fixed rhyme scheme and the y

ith? Dragon’to be o
m? Give reasons tq

Savery light hearted
© enjoyed by everyone, The
se of wrong spelling to

poem. For example “Clashed his tail like iron ina
dungeon” — the poetic device here is a similg, Can
you, with your partner, list some more such poetic
devices used in the poem?

Ans. 1In the poem, ‘The Tale of Custard, the Dragon’, the
poet has used a lot of poetic devices. Following are sop,
of the devices used
(i) Simile Mouth like a fireplace.

(ii) Repetition The repetitive use of the word ‘little’ i
stanza 1.

(iii) Onomatopoeia Use of sound words such as ‘weeck’
and ‘meowch’.

(iv) Metaphor Use of comparison such as ‘Nose for a
Chimney’.

5 Read stanza three again to know how the poet
describes the appearance of the dragon.

Or What did Custard look like? CBSE 2016

Ans. Stanza three of the poem “The Tale of Custard the
Dragon’ describes the physical appearance of the
dragon. Custard, the dragon has big sharp teeth. He has
spikes on top and scales underneath him. His mouth s
like a fireplace and his nose is like a chimney. He has
daggers on his toes.

6 Can you find out the rhyme scheme of two or three
stanzas of the poem?

Ans. The rhyme scheme of the poem is ‘aabb’.

N

maintains and it,
Even the names
laughter.

The description of Belinda and her pets makes the

Poem entertaining, Belinda’s bravery is described as
€qual 10 a group of bears. The smallest of her pets, her
kitten Ink and mouse Blink have been shown so brave
that they can scare a lion. The dog Mustard is like an
angry tiger. But the biggest of them all, the dragon is
nice and cowardly. He is always crying for a safe cage.
In addition, the reactions of these characters to the
dangerous pirate, also makes it funny.

makes it easy and enjoyable to read.
of the pets are rhyming and evokes

9 This poem, in ballad form, tells a story. Have you
come across any such modem song or lyric that
tells a story? If you know one tell it to the class.
Collect such songs as a project.

Ans. Do it yourself.




jons tha
Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions

1 Belinda lived in a little white house,
With a little black kitten and a little gray
mouse,
And a little yellow dog and a little red wagon,
And a realio, trulio, little pet dragon.
(a) Where did Belinda live?
(b) How many pets did she have?
Ans. (a) Belinda lived in a little white house.
(b) She had four pets, a kitten, a mouse, a dogand a
dragon.
2 Now the name of the little black kitten was Ink,
And the little gray mouse, she called her Blink,
And the little yellow dog was sharp as Mustard,
But the dragon was a coward, and she called
him Custard.
(a) What were the kitten and the mouse called?
(b) ‘Blink'’ here is the name of a mouse but what
: actually the word means?
J Ans. (a) The kitten was called Ink and the mouse was
f called Blink by Belinda.
(b) The word ‘blink’ means to shut and open eyes
frequently in quick succession.

3 Custard the dragon had big sharp teeth,
And spikes on top of him and scales underneath,
Mouth like a fireplace, chimney for a nose,
[ And realio, trulio, daggers on his toes.
i (a) What did the dragon look like?
(b) Why is the dragon’s mouth called a chimney?

! Ans. (a) The dragon had spikes on top and scales
underneath. His mouth was like 2 fireplace and
nose was like a chimney. He looked dangerous as
his toes looked like daggers.

(b) Dragons can spit fire, therefore Custard’s mouth
has been called a fireplace.

[ 4 Belinda was as brave as a barrel full of bears,
f And Ink and Blink chased lions down the
stairs,

Mustard was as brave as a tiger in a rage,
But Custard cried for a nice safe cage.

(a) How brave were the kitten and the mouse?

(b) Why did Custard cry for a nice safe cage?

i Extract Based Questions

[2 Marks ea(h]

t follow.
Ans. (a) The kitten and the mouse were so
they could scare away lions,

(b) Custard cried for a nice safe ca|
a coward.

braye thay
ge becayse
By,

5 Belinda tickled him, she tickled hip,
unmerciful,
Ink, Blink and Mustard, they rudej
him Percival,
They all sat Jaughing in the little req wa
At the realio, trulio, cowardly dragon, 20
(a) Why did everyone laugh?
(b) What does realio, trulio mean?
. (a) Everyone laughed at the dragon .
G rjcklrg’d him u%nmercifully. onlbeciuse Beling,
(b) Realio, trulio actually means really and truly
The words have been changed by the poet sg .
to give rhythm to the poem.

Y Calleg

6 Belinda giggled till she shook the house,
And Blink said Week!, which is giggling fo
a mouse,
Ink and Mustard rudely asked his age,
When Custard cried for a nice safe cage.
(a) What did shake the house?
(b) When did, Ink and Mustard ask for Custard's
age?
Ans. (a) Belinda giggled so hard that it shook the houe.

(b) Ink and Mustard asked for Custard’s age when
he cried to be inside a cage.

7 Suddenly, suddenly they heard a nasty
sound,

And Mustard growled, and they all looked
around.

Meowch! cried Ink, and Ooh! cried Belinda,
For there was a pirate, climbing in the
winda. ’
(a) Which poetic device is used in these lines?
(b) Why was everyone fn'ghtened?
Ans. (a) In the first line, the poet has used repetition in
‘Suddenly, suddenly’,

(b) Everyone was frightened because a pirate was
climbing up the window.

_role of Custard the Dragon ey o

stol in his left hand, pistq
dhe held in his teeth 5
is beard was black, one
[t was clear that the pirat
@ How many weapons w,
o) pescribe the physical
pirate.

) The pirate was carrying two
and a cutlass in his teeth,
®) The pirate’s beard was black ang he had one
wooden leg. He looked very f!ightcning_

i lin his p

4 A Cutlass bn%lilté

leg wag Wood;'

¢ Meant no gooq,
as the pirate Carryingp
aPPearance of the

s @ Pistols in each hang

inda paled, and she cried, Hejp,

9 gilthustard fled with a terrifieq ;lgelpl
Ink trickled down to the bottom of the
nousehold,

And little mouse Blink strategically

mouseholed. CBSE2016
(a) How did the people in the house react on
seeing the pirate?

(b) What does 'mouseholed’ mean?

(2) Belinda became pale with fear and the Mustard
fled the scene. Ink went to the bottom of the
house and Blink vanished in a mouse hole, They
all cried for help.

(b) Mouseholed has been used by the poet to mean
the hole made by the mouse in which it
disappeared.

Ans.

10 But up jumped Custard, snorting like an
engine,
Clashed his tail like irons in a dungeon,

349

With a clatter and a clank and a janglin squirm
He went at the pirate like a robin at a worm.
() What sounds did Custard's body make?
(b) What does dungeon mean?

Ans. (2) Custard’s tail clashed like irons in a dungeon
and he moved with a clatter and a clank and a
jangling squirm.

(b) Dungeon means an underground prison cell.

N The pirate gaped at Belinda's dragon,

And gulped some grog from his pocket

flagon,

He fired two bullets but they didn't hit,

And Custard gobbled him, every bit.
(a) What did the pirate do on seeing the dragon?
(b) What did Custard do to the pirate?

Ans. (3) The pirate gulped some wine from his bortle.
(b) Custard swallowed the pirate and left no trace of
him.

12 Belinda embraced him, Mustard licked him,

No one mourned for his pirate victim

Ink and Blink in glee did gyrate

Around the dragon that ate the pirate.

(a) What was everyone's reaction after Custard
gobbled the pirate?

(b) Why is the pirate called a victim here?

Ans. (a) Everyone became happy and hugged Custard.

Ink and Blink started to dance around him.

(b) The pirate is called a victim because he
suffered death at the hands of Custard as he ate
him up.

( Short Answer (sA) Type Questions )

[2 Marks each]

1 Where did Belinda live and with whom?

Ans. Belinda lived in a little white house with her four
pets and a red wagon. She had a black kitten named
Ink, a grey mouse named Blink, a yellow dog
named Mustard and a coward dragon named
Custard.

2 Did Custard match his physical
appearance?

Ans. No, Custard did not match his appearance, as he

looked dangerous but actually he was a coward. He -

always cried for a nice and safe cage, while everyone
laughed at him for his cowardice.

3 Describe the bravery of everyone in the house.
Ans. In the poem, everyone in the house except the
dragon was brave. Belinda was as brave as a barrel
full of bears. Ink and Blink were brave enough to
chase lions away. Even Mustard was as brave as an
" angry tiger. It was only Custard, who was a coward.
4 'But Custard cried for a nice safe cage.’ Who

is Custard? Why did he cry for a 'nice safe
lcsage'? Y CBSE 2014

Ans. Custard was Belinda’s pet dragon.

~He cried for peace and safety of a cage because of
his meek (submissive) and cowardly nature.
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wsribiod <2y wnd Tob dad humasd! e the bottom of

e B while Nlad d..an-r-wd it b hale
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Ame Wi the poeats camme 0 Belinda's houe, ol ol het

per enoere Contard bad diemselves Castard
pamped anfeons of the puorare o faght bim. He even
slaatied b tad Daniag duss highe, the pirate shot
swe helion @ bios which mussed] 1t aim. Fanally,
Castand ate buon and lefe no wace of him

E tow aud everyone react after Custard ate the
pasatel

Ars Ao Cosnsed ate the piratg, there was joy all

sround the house No one moutned for the pirate
and evenone was prateful (o the dragon.
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Were Belinda and her pets gratety) 1o
Custard for killing the pirate? How dia
Custard react to their reactions?

. Yeu. Belinda and her pets were grareful g -

for kalling the pirate, but 1t was only ¢
Soon after expressing gratitude, Mu":m.
Blink started giving excuses for their .
things went back 10 normal, as it was before i
pirate inaident.

Custard, the dragon reacted in a humble

and accepted that all other pets are braver e e

Was everyone really as brave as they cla;

Belinda and her three pets, excluding Custard,
very proud of their bravery but, they were ot
brave. It was only Custard, who had the oy, 5
face the pirate and fight him. So, among 3], N*y.

Custard was brave.

Cl.ong Answer (LAl Type Queslions)

1 The dragon, Custard was considered a
vowart The humble diagon proved his
bravery 1 advensity Analyse thal certain
gualiiea lke Lravery and coutage are
tualionz! and spontaneous, Express your
views with telerence o the poem, "The Tale
of Custard, the dragon”.

Ame 1 true dhs bravery and courage arc situational

sad spostascows The fact has been apdy conveyed
s the pocm " Thie Take of Custard the Dragon”.
wheran thie dragot was consdered a coward. He
was laughod ar fur cryung for 4 nice safe cage.

He pover bowsied of s bavery and courage, unlike
Belinds and ber wthies peus do.

Everyone clsc, including Belinda, Ink. Blink 304
Mustard claim 1o be brave. They even made fug of
Custard's cowardice. However, when the time ¢
show their courage came, none of them could fce
the danger.

They hid themselves in some comner of the house

It was only Custard who dared to face the
frightening pirate. He not only fought the pirae
but also ate him up.

It was a dangerous situation to which Custard
sponwancously responded. His courage and bravery
came out in a threatening sirvation. Hence, itis
true thar qualicies like courage and bravery are
situational and spontancous.
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